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INTRODUCTION 

The 3-Hour Bible is the fastest way to read and  
understand the Bible! 

 

The Bible is the most amazing book. It is a collection of stories about one big story, the 
story of God and His love for His children. The best part is the stories are true and will change 
your life.  

You may have struggled reading and understanding the Bible in the past, or maybe this is 
your first time. The 3-Hour Bible is the fastest way to read and understand the Bible. 

The 3-Hour Bible is a collection of twelve stories carefully selected to walk you through 
the whole Bible. The stories will introduce you to God. You will also meet some interesting 
people. Sometimes they are heroic, but most of the time they are average people that God uses in 
amazing ways. You will see God’s love and grace on display every step of the way. Throughout the 
stories, God rescues and guides His people, leading to the ultimate sacrifice that provides salvation 
to all who believe.  

With each story taking less than fifteen minutes to read, you will be able to read and 
understand the big story of the Bible in three hours. You can read it all at once or read a story a 
day for the next twelve days. 

In the 3-Hour Bible, the Bible speaks for itself. The stories are crafted from the actual 
Bible text. They are not a retelling or summary, but the actual Bible. Each story presents 
important people, events or turning points in the bigger story. The book names, chapters and 
verses have been included so you can see where they fit in the Bible. Some quick facts, called Fast 
Forwards, are added in italics between each story to help you understand how the Bible flows 
together.   

So let’s begin…at the beginning. 
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STORY 1 

Adam and Eve 
Creation and Fall 

 
Genesis 1 
The Account of Creation 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and empty, and 
darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the 
waters. 

3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. 
Then he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day” and the darkness 
“night.” 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the first day. 
6 Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the waters of the heavens 

from the waters of the earth.” 7 And that is what happened. God made this space to separate 
the waters of the earth from the waters of the heavens. 8 God called the space “sky.” 

And evening passed and morning came, marking the second day. 
9 Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one place, so dry ground may 

appear.” And that is what happened. 10 God called the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.” 
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation—every 
sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing fruit. These seeds will then produce 
the kinds of plants and trees from which they came.” And that is what happened. 12 The land 
produced vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit. Their 
seeds produced plants and trees of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. 

13 And evening passed and morning came, marking the third day. 
14 Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let them be 

signs to mark the seasons, days, and years. 15 Let these lights in the sky shine down on the 
earth.” And that is what happened. 16 God made two great lights—the larger one to govern the 
day, and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set these lights in 
the sky to light the earth, 18 to govern the day and night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

19 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fourth day. 
20 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fish and other life. Let the skies be filled with birds 

of every kind.” 21 So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that scurries and 
swarms in the water, and every sort of bird—each producing offspring of the same kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 22 Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the 
fish fill the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” 

23 And evening passed and morning came, marking the fifth day. 



Adam and Eve 

2 

24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each producing offspring of the 
same kind—livestock, small animals that scurry along the ground, and wild animals.” And that 
is what happened. 25 God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able 
to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small 
animals that scurry along the ground.” 
27 So God created human beings in his own image. 
    In the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign 
over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all 
the fruit trees for your food. 30 And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, 
the birds in the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” 
And that is what happened. 
31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good! 
And evening passed and morning came, marking the sixth day. 

Genesis 2 
1 So the creation of the heavens and the earth and everything in them was completed. 2 On the 

seventh day God had finished his work of creation, so he rested from all his work. 3 And God 
blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because it was the day when he rested from all his 
work of creation. 

4 This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the earth. 
 
The Man and Woman in Eden 
When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 neither wild plants nor grains were 
growing on the earth. For the LORD God had not yet sent rain to water the earth, and there were 
no people to cultivate the soil. 6 Instead, springs came up from the ground and watered all the 
land. 7 Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath 
of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person. 
8 Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man he had 
made. 9 The LORD God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees that were 
beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
10 A river flowed from the land of Eden, watering the garden and then dividing into four branches. 
11 The first branch, called the Pishon, flowed around the entire land of Havilah, where gold is 
found. 12 The gold of that land is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin and onyx stone are also found 
there. 13 The second branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the entire land of Cush. 14 The third 
branch, called the Tigris, flowed east of the land of Asshur. The fourth branch is called the 
Euphrates. 
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15 The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. 16 But 
the LORD God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—17 except 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” 
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is 
just right for him.” 19 So the LORD God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose 
a name for each one. 20 He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild 
animals. But still there was no helper just right for him. 
21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the LORD God 
took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman 
from the rib, and he brought her to the man. 
23 “At last!” the man exclaimed. 
“This one is bone from my bone, 
    and flesh from my flesh! 
She will be called ‘woman,’ 
    because she was taken from ‘man.’” 
24 This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are 
united into one. 
25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. 
 
Genesis 3 
The Man and Woman Sin 
1 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One day he 
asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the 
garden?” 
2 “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s only the 
fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must 
not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” 
4 “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be opened 
as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” 
6 The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and 
she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. 7 At that moment their eyes were 
opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to 
cover themselves. 
8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking 
about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD God among the trees. 9 Then the LORD God 
called to the man, “Where are you?” 
10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.” 
11 “Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree 
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?” 
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12 The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” 
13 Then the LORD God asked the woman, “What have you done?” 
“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.” 
14 Then the LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, you are cursed 
    more than all animals, domestic and wild. 
You will crawl on your belly, 
    groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
15 And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
16 Then he said to the woman, 
“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, 
    and in pain you will give birth. 
And you will desire to control your husband, 
    but he will rule over you.” 

17 And to the man he said, 
“Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
    whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, 
the ground is cursed because of you. 
    All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. 
18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, 
    though you will eat of its grains. 
19 By the sweat of your brow 
    will you have food to eat 
until you return to the ground 
    from which you were made. 
For you were made from dust, 
    and to dust you will return.” 

Paradise Lost: God’s Judgment 
20 Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve, because she would be the mother of all who live. 
21 And the LORD God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife. 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good 
and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live 
forever!” 23 So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to 
cultivate the ground from which he had been made. 24 After sending them out, the LORD God 
stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword that 
flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
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Fast Forward 
 

Paradise was lost as sin and death entered the world.  God’s children no longer had a 
perfect relationship with their Creator, but God showed grace and love in the midst of 
judgment. God made a promise of a future rescuer who would come and crush the head of evil.  

Adam and Eve had children. One of their sons, Cain, continued the downward spiral of sin 
by murdering his brother Abel. 

Over time, people began to multiply and spread across the earth. The only problem was as 
people multiplied, so did sin. It basically turned into one big party, and God was not happy.
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STORY 2 
Noah 
Flood 

 
 

Genesis 6 
The Story of Noah 
9 This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, the only blameless 
person living on earth at the time, and he walked in close fellowship with God. 10 Noah was the 
father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
11 Now God saw that the earth had become corrupt and was filled with violence. 12 God observed 
all this corruption in the world, for everyone on earth was corrupt. 13 So God said to Noah, “I 
have decided to destroy all living creatures, for they have filled the earth with violence. Yes, I will 
wipe them all out along with the earth! 
14 “Build a large boat from cypress wood and waterproof it with tar, inside and out. Then construct 
decks and stalls throughout its interior. 15 Make the boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet 
high. 16 Leave an 18-inch opening below the roof all the way around the boat. Put the door on the 
side, and build three decks inside the boat—lower, middle, and upper. 
17 “Look! I am about to cover the earth with a flood that will destroy every living thing that 
breathes. Everything on earth will die. 18 But I will confirm my covenant with you. So enter the 
boat—you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 19 Bring a pair of every kind of animal—a 
male and a female—into the boat with you to keep them alive during the flood. 20 Pairs of every 
kind of bird, and every kind of animal, and every kind of small animal that scurries along the 
ground, will come to you to be kept alive. 21 And be sure to take on board enough food for your 
family and for all the animals.” 
22 So Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded him. 
 
Genesis 7 
The Flood Covers the Earth 
1 When everything was ready, the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the boat with all your family, for 
among all the people of the earth, I can see that you alone are righteous. 2 Take with you seven 
pairs—male and female—of each animal I have approved for eating and for sacrifice, and take 
one pair of each of the others. 3 Also take seven pairs of every kind of bird. There must be a male 
and a female in each pair to ensure that all life will survive on the earth after the flood. 4 Seven 
days from now I will make the rains pour down on the earth. And it will rain for forty days and 
forty nights, until I have wiped from the earth all the living things I have created.” 
5 So Noah did everything as the LORD commanded him. 
6 Noah was 600 years old when the flood covered the earth. 7 He went on board the boat to escape 
the flood—he and his wife and his sons and their wives. 8 With them were all the various kinds of 
animals—those approved for eating and for sacrifice and those that were not—along with all the 
birds and the small animals that scurry along the ground. 9 They entered the boat in pairs, male 
and female, just as God had commanded Noah. 10 After seven days, the waters of the flood came 
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and covered the earth. 
11 When Noah was 600 years old, on the seventeenth day of the second month, all the 
underground waters erupted from the earth, and the rain fell in mighty torrents from the 
sky. 12 The rain continued to fall for forty days and forty nights. 
13 That very day Noah had gone into the boat with his wife and his sons—Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth—and their wives. 14 With them in the boat were pairs of every kind of animal—domestic 
and wild, large and small—along with birds of every kind. 15 Two by two they came into the boat, 
representing every living thing that breathes. 16 A male and female of each kind entered, just as 
God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD closed the door behind them. 
17 For forty days the floodwaters grew deeper, covering the ground and lifting the boat high above 
the earth. 18 As the waters rose higher and higher above the ground, the boat floated safely on the 
surface. 19 Finally, the water covered even the highest mountains on the earth, 20 rising more than 
twenty-two feet above the highest peaks. 21 All the living things on earth died—birds, domestic 
animals, wild animals, small animals that scurry along the ground, and all the people. 22 Everything 
that breathed and lived on dry land died. 23 God wiped out every living thing on the earth—
people, livestock, small animals that scurry along the ground, and the birds of the sky. All were 
destroyed. The only people who survived were Noah and those with him in the boat. 24 And the 
floodwaters covered the earth for 150 days. 
 
Genesis 8 
The Flood Recedes 
1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and livestock with him in the boat. He sent 
a wind to blow across the earth, and the floodwaters began to recede. 2 The underground waters 
stopped flowing, and the torrential rains from the sky were stopped. 3 So the floodwaters gradually 
receded from the earth. After 150 days, 4 exactly five months from the time the flood began, the 
boat came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 Two and a half months later, as the waters 
continued to go down, other mountain peaks became visible. 
6 After another forty days, Noah opened the window he had made in the boat 7 and released a 
raven. The bird flew back and forth until the floodwaters on the earth had dried up. 8 He also 
released a dove to see if the water had receded and it could find dry ground. 9 But the dove could 
find no place to land because the water still covered the ground. So it returned to the boat, and 
Noah held out his hand and drew the dove back inside. 10 After waiting another seven days, Noah 
released the dove again. 11 This time the dove returned to him in the evening with a fresh olive leaf 
in its beak. Then Noah knew that the floodwaters were almost gone. 12 He waited another seven 
days and then released the dove again. This time it did not come back. 
13 Noah was now 601 years old. On the first day of the new year, ten and a half months after the 
flood began, the floodwaters had almost dried up from the earth. Noah lifted back the covering of 
the boat and saw that the surface of the ground was drying. 14 Two more months went by, and at 
last the earth was dry! 
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Leave the boat, all of you—you and your wife, and your sons and 
their wives. 17 Release all the animals—the birds, the livestock, and the small animals that scurry 
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along the ground—so they can be fruitful and multiply throughout the earth.” 
18 So Noah, his wife, and his sons and their wives left the boat. 19 And all of the large and small 
animals and birds came out of the boat, pair by pair. 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the animals and 
birds that had been approved for that purpose. 21 And the LORD was pleased with the aroma of 
the sacrifice and said to himself, “I will never again curse the ground because of the human race, 
even though everything they think or imagine is bent toward evil from childhood. I will never 
again destroy all living things. 22 As long as the earth remains, there will be planting and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.” 
 
Genesis 9 
God Confirms His Covenant 
1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons and told them, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth. 2 All 
the animals of the earth, all the birds of the sky, all the small animals that scurry along the ground, 
and all the fish in the sea will look on you with fear and terror. I have placed them in your 
power. 3 I have given them to you for food, just as I have given you grain and vegetables. 4 But you 
must never eat any meat that still has the lifeblood in it. 
5 “And I will require the blood of anyone who takes another person’s life. If a wild animal kills a 
person, it must die. And anyone who murders a fellow human must die. 6 If anyone takes a human 
life, that person’s life will also be taken by human hands. For God made human beings in his own 
image. 7 Now be fruitful and multiply, and repopulate the earth.” 
8 Then God told Noah and his sons, 9 “I hereby confirm my covenant with you and your 
descendants, 10 and with all the animals that were on the boat with you—the birds, the livestock, 
and all the wild animals—every living creature on earth. 11 Yes, I am confirming my covenant with 
you. Never again will floodwaters kill all living creatures; never again will a flood destroy the 
earth.” 
12 Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with you and with all living creatures, 
for all generations to come. 13 I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my 
covenant with you and with all the earth. 14 When I send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will 
appear in the clouds, 15 and I will remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures. 
Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life.” 
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Fast Forward 
 

God showed His grace and love by making a covenant (promise) with Noah and all future 
living creatures not to destroy the earth by flood. People and the land began to grow and 
flourish again. Humanity started to forget about God and trust in themselves.  

Many people gathered in a city named Babel and constructed a tower to bring glory to 
themselves. God confused their languages and caused them to scatter and spread across the 
earth. 

The time came for God to build a nation. God wanted a group of people to show His love 
and power to all the inhabitants of the earth. God made His choice and it started with an 
unlikely couple named Abraham and Sarah.
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STORY 3 
Abraham and Sarah 

A Nation Is Born 
 
 

Genesis 12  
The Call of Abram 
1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s 
family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless 
you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you 
and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through 
you.” 
4 So Abram departed as the LORD had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he left Haran. 5 He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all his wealth—
his livestock and all the people he had taken into his household at Haran—and headed for the 
land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 6 Abram traveled through the land as far as 
Shechem. There he set up camp beside the oak of Moreh. At that time, the area was inhabited by 
Canaanites. 

7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” And 
Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8After that, 
Abram traveled south and set up camp in the hill country, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the 
east. There he built another altar and dedicated it to the LORD, and he worshiped the 
LORD. 9 Then Abram continued traveling south by stages toward the Negev. 
 
Abram and Sarai in Egypt 
10 At that time a severe famine struck the land of Canaan, forcing Abram to go down to Egypt, 
where he lived as a foreigner. 11 As he was approaching the border of Egypt, Abram said to his 
wife, Sarai, “Look, you are a very beautiful woman. 12 When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 
‘This is his wife. Let’s kill him; then we can have her!’ 13 So please tell them you are my sister. 
Then they will spare my life and treat me well because of their interest in you.” 
14 And sure enough, when Abram arrived in Egypt, everyone noticed Sarai’s beauty. 15 When the 
palace officials saw her, they sang her praises to Pharaoh, their king, and Sarai was taken into his 
palace. 16 Then Pharaoh gave Abram many gifts because of her—sheep, goats, cattle, male and 
female donkeys, male and female servants, and camels. 
17 But the LORD sent terrible plagues upon Pharaoh and his household because of Sarai, Abram’s 
wife. 18 So Pharaoh summoned Abram and accused him sharply. “What have you done to me?” he 
demanded. “Why didn’t you tell me she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ and 
allow me to take her as my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and get out of 
here!” 20 Pharaoh ordered some of his men to escort them, and he sent Abram out of the country, 
along with his wife and all his possessions. 
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Genesis 13 
Abram and Lot Separate 
1 So Abram left Egypt and traveled north into the Negev, along with his wife and Lot and all that 
they owned. 2 (Abram was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold.) 3 From the Negev, they 
continued traveling by stages toward Bethel, and they pitched their tents between Bethel and Ai, 
where they had camped before. 4 This was the same place where Abram had built the altar, and 
there he worshiped the LORD again. 
5 Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy with flocks of sheep and 
goats, herds of cattle, and many tents. 6 But the land could not support both Abram and Lot with 
all their flocks and herds living so close together. 7 So disputes broke out between the herdsmen 
of Abram and Lot. (At that time Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land.) 
8 Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow this conflict to come between us or our herdsmen. 
After all, we are close relatives! 9 The whole countryside is open to you. Take your choice of any 
section of the land you want, and we will separate. If you want the land to the left, then I’ll take 
the land on the right. If you prefer the land on the right, then I’ll go to the left.” 
10 Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The 
whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the LORD or the beautiful land of 
Egypt. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 Lot chose for himself 
the whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went there with his flocks and servants and parted 
company with his uncle Abram. 12 So Abram settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot moved his 
tents to a place near Sodom and settled among the cities of the plain. 13 But the people of this area 
were extremely wicked and constantly sinned against the LORD. 
14 After Lot had gone, the LORD said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every direction—
north and south, east and west. 15 I am giving all this land, as far as you can see, to you and your 
descendants as a permanent possession. 16 And I will give you so many descendants that, like the 
dust of the earth, they cannot be counted! 17 Go and walk through the land in every direction, for I 
am giving it to you.” 
18 So Abram moved his camp to Hebron and settled near the oak grove belonging to Mamre. 
There he built another altar to the LORD. 

Genesis 15 
The LORD’s Covenant Promise to Abram 
1 Some time later, the LORD spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, for I will protect you, and your reward will be great.” 
2 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even 
have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, 
will inherit all my wealth. 3 You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants 
will be my heir.” 
4 Then the LORD said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of 
your own who will be your heir.” 5 Then the LORD took Abram outside and said to him, “Look 
up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!” 
6 And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted him as righteous because of his faith. 
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7 Then the LORD told him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to 
give you this land as your possession.” 
8 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?” 
9 The LORD told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-
year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 So Abram presented all these to him and killed 
them. Then he cut each animal down the middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, 
however, cut the birds in half. 11 Some vultures swooped down to eat the carcasses, but Abram 
chased them away. 
12 As the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a terrifying darkness came down 
over him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “You can be sure that your descendants will be 
strangers in a foreign land, where they will be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. 14 But I will 
punish the nation that enslaves them, and in the end they will come away with great wealth. 15 (As 
for you, you will die in peace and be buried at a ripe old age.) 16 After four generations your 
descendants will return here to this land, for the sins of the Amorites do not yet warrant their 
destruction.” 
17 After the sun went down and darkness fell, Abram saw a smoking firepot and a flaming torch 
pass between the halves of the carcasses. 18 So the LORD made a covenant with Abram that day 
and said, “I have given this land to your descendants, all the way from the border of Egypt to the 
great Euphrates River. 

Genesis 16  
The Birth of Ishmael 
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not been able to bear children for him. But she had an Egyptian 
servant named Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to Abram, “The LORD has prevented me from having 
children. Go and sleep with my servant. Perhaps I can have children through her.” And Abram 
agreed with Sarai’s proposal. 3 So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian servant and gave 
her to Abram as a wife. (This happened ten years after Abram had settled in the land of Canaan.) 
4 So Abram had sexual relations with Hagar, and she became pregnant. But when Hagar knew she 
was pregnant, she began to treat her mistress, Sarai, with contempt. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, 
“This is all your fault! I put my servant into your arms, but now that she’s pregnant she treats me 
with contempt. The LORD will show who’s wrong—you or me!” 
6 Abram replied, “Look, she is your servant, so deal with her as you see fit.” Then Sarai treated 
Hagar so harshly that she finally ran away. 
7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar beside a spring of water in the wilderness, along the road 
to Shur. 8 The angel said to her, “Hagar, Sarai’s servant, where have you come from, and where are 
you going?” 
   “I’m running away from my mistress, Sarai,” she replied. 
9 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit to her authority.” 
10 Then he added, “I will give you more descendants than you can count.” 
11 And the angel also said, “You are now pregnant and will give birth to a son. You are to name 
him Ishmael (which means ‘God hears’), for the LORD has heard your cry of distress. 12 This son 
of yours will be a wild man, as untamed as a wild donkey! He will raise his fist against everyone, 
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and everyone will be against him. Yes, he will live in open hostility against all his relatives.” 
13 Thereafter, Hagar used another name to refer to the LORD, who had spoken to her. She said, 
“You are the God who sees me.” She also said, “Have I truly seen the One who sees me?” 14 So 
that well was named Beer-lahai-roi (which means “well of the Living One who sees me”). It can 
still be found between Kadesh and Bered. 
15 So Hagar gave Abram a son, and Abram named him Ishmael. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old 
when Ishmael was born. 

Genesis 17 
Abram Is Named Abraham 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am El-
Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Serve me faithfully and live a blameless life. 2 I will make a covenant 
with you, by which I will guarantee to give you countless descendants.” 
3 At this, Abram fell face down on the ground. Then God said to him, 4 “This is my covenant with 
you: I will make you the father of a multitude of nations! 5 What’s more, I am changing your 
name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be called Abraham, for you will be the father 
of many nations. 6 I will make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will become many nations, 
and kings will be among them! 
7 “I will confirm my covenant with you and your descendants after you, from generation to 
generation. This is the everlasting covenant: I will always be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you. 8 And I will give the entire land of Canaan, where you now live as a 
foreigner, to you and your descendants. It will be their possession forever, and I will be their 
God.” 

The Mark of the Covenant 
9 Then God said to Abraham, “Your responsibility is to obey the terms of the covenant. You and 
all your descendants have this continual responsibility. 10 This is the covenant that you and your 
descendants must keep: Each male among you must be circumcised. 11 You must cut off the flesh 
of your foreskin as a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 From generation to generation, 
every male child must be circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. This applies not only to 
members of your family but also to the servants born in your household and the foreign-born 
servants whom you have purchased. 13 All must be circumcised. Your bodies will bear the mark of 
my everlasting covenant. 14 Any male who fails to be circumcised will be cut off from the covenant 
family for breaking the covenant.” 
 
Sarai Is Named Sarah 
15 Then God said to Abraham, “Regarding Sarai, your wife—her name will no longer be Sarai. 
From now on her name will be Sarah. 16 And I will bless her and give you a son from her! Yes, I 
will bless her richly, and she will become the mother of many nations. Kings of nations will be 
among her descendants.” 
17 Then Abraham bowed down to the ground, but he laughed to himself in disbelief. “How could 
I become a father at the age of 100?” he thought. “And how can Sarah have a baby when she is 
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ninety years old?” 18 So Abraham said to God, “May Ishmael live under your special blessing!” 
19 But God replied, “No—Sarah, your wife, will give birth to a son for you. You will name him 
Isaac, and I will confirm my covenant with him and his descendants as an everlasting 
covenant. 20 As for Ishmael, I will bless him also, just as you have asked. I will make him extremely 
fruitful and multiply his descendants. He will become the father of twelve princes, and I will make 
him a great nation. 21 But my covenant will be confirmed with Isaac, who will be born to you and 
Sarah about this time next year.” 22 When God had finished speaking, he left Abraham. 
23 On that very day Abraham took his son, Ishmael, and every male in his household, including 
those born there and those he had bought. Then he circumcised them, cutting off their foreskins, 
just as God had told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and 
Ishmael, his son, was thirteen. 26 Both Abraham and his son, Ishmael, were circumcised on that 
same day, 27 along with all the other men and boys of the household, whether they were born 
there or bought as servants. All were circumcised with him. 

 
Genesis 21 
The Birth of Isaac 
1 The LORD kept his word and did for Sarah exactly what he had promised. 2 She became 
pregnant, and she gave birth to a son for Abraham in his old age. This happened at just the time 
God had said it would. 3 And Abraham named their son Isaac. 4 Eight days after Isaac was born, 
Abraham circumcised him as God had commanded. 5 Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was 
born. 
6 And Sarah declared, “God has brought me laughter. All who hear about this will laugh with 
me. 7 Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse a baby? Yet I have given 
Abraham a son in his old age!” 

Genesis 22  
Abraham’s Faith Tested 
1 Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called. 
  “Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” 
2 “Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of 
Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show 
you.” 
3 The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two of his servants 
with him, along with his son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a fire for a burnt offering and set 
out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day of their journey, Abraham looked up 
and saw the place in the distance. 5 “Stay here with the donkey,” Abraham told the servants. “The 
boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.” 
6 So Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac’s shoulders, while he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them walked on together, 7 Isaac turned to Abraham 
and said, “Father?” 
   “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
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   “We have the fire and the wood,” the boy said, “but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” 
8 “God will provide a sheep for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham answered. And they both 
walked on together. 
9 When they arrived at the place where God had told him to go, Abraham built an altar and 
arranged the wood on it. Then he tied his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the 
wood. 10 And Abraham picked up the knife to kill his son as a sacrifice. 11 At that moment the 
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
   “Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!” 
12 “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. “Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know 
that you truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even your son, your only son.” 
13 Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So he took the ram 
and sacrificed it as a burnt offering in place of his son. 14 Abraham named the place Yahweh-Yireh 
(which means “the LORD will provide”). To this day, people still use that name as a proverb: “On 
the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 
15 Then the angel of the LORD called again to Abraham from heaven. 16 “This is what the LORD 
says: Because you have obeyed me and have not withheld even your son, your only son, I swear by 
my own name that 17 I will certainly bless you. I will multiply your descendants beyond number, 
like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will conquer the cities of 
their enemies. 18 And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all 
because you have obeyed me.” 
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Fast Forward 
 

God fulfilled His covenant with Abraham and started to build His nation through 
Abraham’s son, Isaac. The nation grew as Isaac and his wife Rebekah gave birth to Jacob and 
Esau. They were not the kindest of brothers, and Jacob tricked his brother into selling his 
favored birthright for a bowl of soup. Jacob went on to trick his father, Isaac, into giving him 
his final blessing.  

 
 Regardless of these poor choices, God showed favor on Jacob and continued His covenant 

made with Abraham. Jacob had 12 sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel. One of these sons 
was Joseph. 
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STORY 4 
Joseph 

The Dreamer To The Rescue 
 
 

Genesis 37 
Joseph’s Dreams 
1 So Jacob settled again in the land of Canaan, where his father (Isaac) had lived as a foreigner. 
2 This is the account of Jacob and his family. When Joseph was seventeen years old, he often 
tended his father’s flocks. He worked for his half brothers, the sons of his father’s wives Bilhah 
and Zilpah. But Joseph reported to his father some of the bad things his brothers were doing. 
3 Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other children because Joseph had been born to him in 
his old age. So one day Jacob had a special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe. 4 But his 
brothers hated Joseph because their father loved him more than the rest of them. They couldn’t 
say a kind word to him. 
5 One night Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers about it, they hated him more than 
ever. 6 “Listen to this dream,” he said. 7 “We were out in the field, tying up bundles of grain. 
Suddenly my bundle stood up, and your bundles all gathered around and bowed low before 
mine!” 
8 His brothers responded, “So you think you will be our king, do you? Do you actually think you 
will reign over us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dreams and the way he talked 
about them. 
9 Soon Joseph had another dream, and again he told his brothers about it. “Listen, I have had 
another dream,” he said. “The sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed low before me!” 
10 This time he told the dream to his father as well as to his brothers, but his father scolded him. 
“What kind of dream is that?” he asked. “Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come 
and bow to the ground before you?” 11 But while his brothers were jealous of Joseph, his father 
wondered what the dreams meant. 
12 Soon after this, Joseph’s brothers went to pasture their father’s flocks at Shechem.  
13 When they had been gone for some time, Jacob said to Joseph, “Your brothers are pasturing the 
sheep at Shechem. Get ready, and I will send you to them.” 
   “I’m ready to go,” Joseph replied. 

Joseph Sold into Slavery 
18 When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him in the distance. As he 
approached, they made plans to kill him. 19 “Here comes the dreamer!” they said. 20 “Come on, 
let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns. We can tell our father, ‘A wild animal has 
eaten him.’ Then we’ll see what becomes of his dreams!” 

21 But when Reuben heard of their scheme, he came to Joseph’s rescue. “Let’s not kill him,” he 
said. 22 “Why should we shed any blood? Let’s just throw him into this empty cistern here in the 
wilderness. Then he’ll die without our laying a hand on him.” Reuben was secretly planning to 
rescue Joseph and return him to his father. 
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23 So when Joseph arrived, his brothers ripped off the beautiful robe he was wearing.      
24 Then they grabbed him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern was empty; there was 
no water in it. 25 Then, just as they were sitting down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of 
camels in the distance coming toward them. It was a group of Ishmaelite traders taking a load of 
gum, balm, and aromatic resin from Gilead down to Egypt. 
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain by killing our brother? We’d have to cover up the 
crime. 27 Instead of hurting him, let’s sell him to those Ishmaelite traders. After all, he is our 
brother—our own flesh and blood!” And his brothers agreed. 28 So when the Ishmaelites, who 
were Midianite traders, came by, Joseph’s brothers pulled him out of the cistern and sold him to 
them for twenty pieces of silver. And the traders took him to Egypt. 
29 Some time later, Reuben returned to get Joseph out of the cistern. When he discovered that 
Joseph was missing, he tore his clothes in grief. 30 Then he went back to his brothers and 
lamented, “The boy is gone! What will I do now?” 
31 Then the brothers killed a young goat and dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood. 32 They sent the 
beautiful robe to their father with this message: “Look at what we found. Doesn’t this robe belong 
to your son?” 
33 Their father recognized it immediately. “Yes,” he said, “it is my son’s robe. A wild animal must 
have eaten him. Joseph has clearly been torn to pieces!” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes and dressed 
himself in burlap. He mourned deeply for his son for a long time. 35 His family all tried to comfort 
him, but he refused to be comforted. “I will go to my grave mourning for my son,” he would say, 
and then he would weep. 
36 Meanwhile, the Midianite traders arrived in Egypt, where they sold Joseph to Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. Potiphar was captain of the palace guard. 
 
Genesis 39 
Joseph in Potiphar’s House 
1 When Joseph was taken to Egypt by the Ishmaelite traders, he was purchased by Potiphar, an 
Egyptian officer. Potiphar was captain of the guard for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 
2 The LORD was with Joseph, so he succeeded in everything he did as he served in the home of 
his Egyptian master. 3 Potiphar noticed this and realized that the LORD was with Joseph, giving 
him success in everything he did. 4 This pleased Potiphar, so he soon made Joseph his personal 
attendant. He put him in charge of his entire household and everything he owned. 5 From the day 
Joseph was put in charge of his master’s household and property, the LORD began to bless 
Potiphar’s household for Joseph’s sake. All his household affairs ran smoothly, and his crops and 
livestock flourished. 6 So Potiphar gave Joseph complete administrative responsibility over 
everything he owned. With Joseph there, he didn’t worry about a thing—except what kind of food 
to eat! 
   Joseph was a very handsome and well-built young man, 7 and Potiphar’s wife soon began to look 
at him lustfully. “Come and sleep with me,” she demanded. 
8 But Joseph refused. “Look,” he told her, “my master trusts me with everything in his entire 
household. 9 No one here has more authority than I do. He has held back nothing from me except 
you, because you are his wife. How could I do such a wicked thing? It would be a great sin against 
God.” 
10 She kept putting pressure on Joseph day after day, but he refused to sleep with her, and he kept 



Joseph 

19 

out of her way as much as possible. 11 One day, however, no one else was around when he went in 
to do his work. 12 She came and grabbed him by his cloak, demanding, “Come on, sleep with me!” 
Joseph tore himself away, but he left his cloak in her hand as he ran from the house. 
13 When she saw that she was holding his cloak and he had fled, 14 she called out to her servants. 
Soon all the men came running. “Look!” she said. “My husband has brought this Hebrew slave 
here to make fools of us! He came into my room to rape me, but I screamed. 15 When he heard 
me scream, he ran outside and got away, but he left his cloak behind with me.” 
16 She kept the cloak with her until her husband came home. 17 Then she told him her story. “That 
Hebrew slave you’ve brought into our house tried to come in and fool around with me,” she 
said. 18 “But when I screamed, he ran outside, leaving his cloak with me!” 

Joseph Put in Prison 
19 Potiphar was furious when he heard his wife’s story about how Joseph had treated her. 20 So he 
took Joseph and threw him into the prison where the king’s prisoners were held, and there he 
remained. 21 But the LORD was with Joseph in the prison and showed him his faithful love. And 
the LORD made Joseph a favorite with the prison warden. 22 Before long, the warden put Joseph 
in charge of all the other prisoners and over everything that happened in the prison. 23 The warden 
had no more worries, because Joseph took care of everything. The LORD was with him and 
caused everything he did to succeed. 

Genesis 41 
Pharaoh’s Dreams 
1 Two full years later, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing on the bank of the Nile River. 2 In 
his dream he saw seven fat, healthy cows come up out of the river and begin grazing in the marsh 
grass. 3 Then he saw seven more cows come up behind them from the Nile, but these were 
scrawny and thin. These cows stood beside the fat cows on the riverbank. 4 Then the scrawny, 
thin cows ate the seven healthy, fat cows! At this point in the dream, Pharaoh woke up. 
5 But he fell asleep again and had a second dream. This time he saw seven heads of grain, plump 
and beautiful, growing on a single stalk. 6 Then seven more heads of grain appeared, but these 
were shriveled and withered by the east wind. 7 And these thin heads swallowed up the seven 
plump, well-formed heads! Then Pharaoh woke up again and realized it was a dream. 
8 The next morning Pharaoh was very disturbed by the dreams. So he called for all the magicians 
and wise men of Egypt. When Pharaoh told them his dreams, not one of them could tell him what 
they meant. 
9 Finally, the king’s chief cup-bearer spoke up. “Today I have been reminded of my failure,” he 
told Pharaoh. 10 “Some time ago, you were angry with the chief baker and me, and you imprisoned 
us in the palace of the captain of the guard. 11 One night the chief baker and I each had a dream, 
and each dream had its own meaning. 12 There was a young Hebrew man with us in the prison 
who was a slave of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he told us what each of 
our dreams meant. 13 And everything happened just as he had predicted. I was restored to my 
position as cup-bearer, and the chief baker was executed and impaled on a pole.” 
14 Pharaoh sent for Joseph at once, and he was quickly brought from the prison. After he shaved 
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and changed his clothes, he went in and stood before Pharaoh. 15 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I 
had a dream last night, and no one here can tell me what it means. But I have heard that when you 
hear about a dream you can interpret it.” 

16 “It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it means and set 
you at ease.” 
25 Joseph responded, “Both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean the same thing. God is telling Pharaoh in 
advance what he is about to do. 26 The seven healthy cows and the seven healthy heads of grain 
both represent seven years of prosperity. 27 The seven thin, scrawny cows that came up later and 
the seven thin heads of grain, withered by the east wind, represent seven years of famine. 
28 “This will happen just as I have described it, for God has revealed to Pharaoh in advance what 
he is about to do. 29 The next seven years will be a period of great prosperity throughout the land 
of Egypt. 30 But afterward there will be seven years of famine so great that all the prosperity will be 
forgotten in Egypt. Famine will destroy the land. 31 This famine will be so severe that even the 
memory of the good years will be erased. 32 As for having two similar dreams, it means that these 
events have been decreed by God, and he will soon make them happen. 33 “Therefore, Pharaoh 
should find an intelligent and wise man and put him in charge of the entire land of Egypt.  
 
Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt 
37 Joseph’s suggestions were well received by Pharaoh and his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked his 
officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” 
39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has revealed the meaning of the dreams to you, 
clearly no one else is as intelligent or wise as you are. 40 You will be in charge of my court, and all 
my people will take orders from you. Only I, sitting on my throne, will have a rank higher than 
yours.” 
41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of Egypt.”  

47 As predicted, for seven years the land produced bumper crops. 48 During those years, Joseph 
gathered all the crops grown in Egypt and stored the grain from the surrounding fields in the 
cities. 49 He piled up huge amounts of grain like sand on the seashore. Finally, he stopped keeping 
records because there was too much to measure. 
50 During this time, before the first of the famine years, two sons were born to Joseph and his 
wife, Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of On. 51 Joseph named his older son 
Manasseh, for he said, “God has made me forget all my troubles and everyone in my father’s 
family.” 52 Joseph named his second son Ephraim, for he said, “God has made me fruitful in this 
land of my grief.” 
53 At last the seven years of bumper crops throughout the land of Egypt came to an end.   

 

57 And people from all around came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph because the famine was 
severe throughout the world. 
 
Genesis 42 
Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt 
1 When Jacob heard that grain was available in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why are you standing 
around looking at one another? 2 I have heard there is grain in Egypt. Go down there, and buy 
enough grain to keep us alive. Otherwise we’ll die.” 
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3 So Joseph’s ten older brothers went down to Egypt to buy grain. 4 But Jacob wouldn’t let 
Joseph’s younger brother, Benjamin, go with them, for fear some harm might come to him. 5So 
Jacob’s sons arrived in Egypt along with others to buy food, for the famine was in Canaan as well. 
6 Since Joseph was governor of all Egypt and in charge of selling grain to all the people, it was to 
him that his brothers came. When they arrived, they bowed before him with their faces to the 
ground. 7 Joseph recognized his brothers instantly, but he pretended to be a stranger and spoke 
harshly to them. “Where are you from?” he demanded. 
   “From the land of Canaan,” they replied. “We have come to buy food.” 
8 Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they didn’t recognize him. 9 And he remembered the 
dreams he’d had about them many years before. He said to them, “You are spies! You have come 
to see how vulnerable our land has become.” 
10 “No, my lord!” they exclaimed. “Your servants have simply come to buy food. 11 We are all 
brothers—members of the same family. We are honest men, sir! We are not spies!” 
12 “Yes, you are!” Joseph insisted. “You have come to see how vulnerable our land has become.” 
13 “Sir,” they said, “there are actually twelve of us. We, your servants, are all brothers, sons of a 
man living in the land of Canaan. Our youngest brother is back there with our father right now, 
and one of our brothers is no longer with us.” 
14 But Joseph insisted, “As I said, you are spies! 15 This is how I will test your story. I swear by the 
life of Pharaoh that you will never leave Egypt unless your youngest brother comes here! 16 One of 
you must go and get your brother. I’ll keep the rest of you here in prison. Then we’ll find out 
whether or not your story is true. By the life of Pharaoh, if it turns out that you don’t have a 
younger brother, then I’ll know you are spies.” 
17 So Joseph put them all in prison for three days. 18 On the third day Joseph said to them, “I am a 
God-fearing man. If you do as I say, you will live. 19 If you really are honest men, choose one of 
your brothers to remain in prison. The rest of you may go home with grain for your starving 
families. 20 But you must bring your youngest brother back to me. This will prove that you are 
telling the truth, and you will not die.” To this they agreed. 

Genesis 43 
The Brothers Return to Egypt 
1 But the famine continued to ravage the land of Canaan. 2 When the grain they had brought from 
Egypt was almost gone, Jacob said to his sons, “Go back and buy us a little more food.” 
3 But Judah said, “The man was serious when he warned us, ‘You won’t see my face again unless 
your brother is with you.’ 4 If you send Benjamin with us, we will go down and buy more food.  

11 So their father, Jacob, finally said to them, “If it can’t be avoided, then at least do this. Pack your 
bags with the best products of this land. Take them down to the man as gifts—balm, honey, gum, 
aromatic resin, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Also take double the money that was put back in 
your sacks, as it was probably someone’s mistake. 13 Then take your brother, and go back to the 
man. 14 May God Almighty give you mercy as you go before the man, so that he will release 
Simeon and let Benjamin return. But if I must lose my children, so be it.” 
15 So the men packed Jacob’s gifts and double the money and headed off with Benjamin. They 
finally arrived in Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with 
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them, he said to the manager of his household, “These men will eat with me this noon. Take them 
inside the palace. Then go slaughter an animal, and prepare a big feast. 
 
26 When Joseph came home, they gave him the gifts they had brought him, then bowed low to the 
ground before him. 27 After greeting them, he asked, “How is your father, the old man you spoke 
about? Is he still alive?” 
28 “Yes,” they replied. “Our father, your servant, is alive and well.” And they bowed low again. 
29 Then Joseph looked at his brother Benjamin, the son of his own mother. “Is this your youngest 
brother, the one you told me about?” Joseph asked. “May God be gracious to you, my 
son.” 30 Then Joseph hurried from the room because he was overcome with emotion for his 
brother. He went into his private room, where he broke down and wept. 31 After washing his face, 
he came back out, keeping himself under control. Then he ordered, “Bring out the food!” 
 
Genesis 45 
Joseph Reveals His Identity 
1 Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his 
attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who he 
was. 2 Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and word 
of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace. 
3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were 
speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 4 “Please, 
come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your 
brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with 
yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve 
your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will last five more years, and there 
will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your 
families alive and to preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he 
is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the 
governor of all Egypt. 
9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made 
me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately!’”  

Pharaoh Invites Jacob to Egypt 
16 The news soon reached Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s brothers have arrived!” Pharaoh and his 
officials were all delighted to hear this. 
17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘This is what you must do: Load your pack animals, 
and hurry back to the land of Canaan. 18 Then get your father and all of your families, and return 
here to me. I will give you the very best land in Egypt, and you will eat from the best that the land 
produces.’” 

24 So Joseph sent his brothers off, and as they left, he called after them, “Don’t quarrel about all 
this along the way!” 25 And they left Egypt and returned to their father, Jacob, in the land of 
Canaan. 
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26 “Joseph is still alive!” they told him. “And he is governor of all the land of Egypt!” Jacob was 
stunned at the news—he couldn’t believe it. 27 But when they repeated to Jacob everything Joseph 
had told them, and when he saw the wagons Joseph had sent to carry him, their father’s spirits 
revived. 
28 Then Jacob exclaimed, “It must be true! My son Joseph is alive! I must go and see him before I 
die.” 
 
Genesis 46 
Jacob’s Journey to Egypt 
1 So Jacob set out for Egypt with all his possessions. And when he came to Beersheba, he offered 
sacrifices to the God of his father, Isaac. 2 During the night God spoke to him in a vision. “Jacob! 
Jacob!” he called. 
  “Here I am,” Jacob replied. 
3 “I am God, the God of your father,” the voice said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for 
there I will make your family into a great nation. 4 I will go with you down to Egypt, and I will 
bring you back again. You will die in Egypt, but Joseph will be with you to close your eyes.” 

Genesis 50 
The Death of Joseph 
22 So Joseph and his brothers and their families continued to live in Egypt. Joseph lived to the age 
of 110. 23 He lived to see three generations of descendants of his son Ephraim, and he lived to see 
the birth of the children of Manasseh’s son Makir, whom he claimed as his own. 
24 “Soon I will die,” Joseph told his brothers, “but God will surely come to help you and lead you 
out of this land of Egypt. He will bring you back to the land he solemnly promised to give to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath, and he said, “When God comes to help you 
and lead you back, you must take my bones with you.” 26 So Joseph died at the age of 110. The 
Egyptians embalmed him, and his body was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 
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Fast Forward 
 

God continued to build the nation of Israel as He promised Abraham. Through the 
cruelty of his brothers and the blessing of God, Joseph was brought into a position to rescue 
his family. God brought His people to safety and provision in Egypt, but things did not 
continue to go well for the people of Israel after Joseph died.  

  
God warned Abraham of this many years ago and made a promise that He would 

rescue them. After 400 years of hard slavery in Egypt, God sent a reluctant prince named 
Moses to the rescue. 
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STORY 5 
Moses 

Let My People Go 
 

Exodus 1 
The Israelites in Egypt 
1 These are the names of the sons of Israel (that is, Jacob) who moved to Egypt with their father, 
each with his family: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, 4 Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5 In all, Jacob had seventy descendants in Egypt, including Joseph, who 
was already there. 
6 In time, Joseph and all of his brothers died, ending that entire generation. 7 But their descendants, 
the Israelites, had many children and grandchildren. In fact, they multiplied so greatly that they 
became extremely powerful and filled the land. 
8 Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph or what he had 
done. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the people of Israel now outnumber us and are stronger than 
we are. 10 We must make a plan to keep them from growing even more. If we don’t, and if war 
breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight against us. Then they will escape from the 
country.” 

11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. They appointed brutal slave drivers over them, 
hoping to wear them down with crushing labor. They forced them to build the cities of Pithom 
and Rameses as supply centers for the king. 12 But the more the Egyptians oppressed them, the 
more the Israelites multiplied and spread, and the more alarmed the Egyptians became. 
 
22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the 
Nile River. But you may let the girls live.” 

Exodus 2 
The Birth of Moses 
1 About this time, a man and woman from the tribe of Levi got married. 2 The woman became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that he was a special baby and kept him hidden for 
three months. 3 But when she could no longer hide him, she got a basket made of papyrus reeds 
and waterproofed it with tar and pitch. She put the baby in the basket and laid it among the reeds 
along the bank of the Nile River. 4 The baby’s sister then stood at a distance, watching to see what 
would happen to him. 
5 Soon Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, and her attendants walked along the 
riverbank. When the princess saw the basket among the reeds, she sent her maid to get it for 
her. 6 When the princess opened it, she saw the baby. The little boy was crying, and she felt sorry 
for him. “This must be one of the Hebrew children,” she said. 
7 Then the baby’s sister approached the princess. “Should I go and find one of the Hebrew women 
to nurse the baby for you?” she asked. 

8 “Yes, do!” the princess replied. So the girl went and called the baby’s mother. 
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9 “Take this baby and nurse him for me,” the princess told the baby’s mother. “I will pay you for 
your help.” So the woman took her baby home and nursed him. 
10 Later, when the boy was older, his mother brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who 
adopted him as her own son. The princess named him Moses, for she explained, “I lifted him out 
of the water.” 
 
Moses Escapes to Midian 
11 Many years later, when Moses had grown up, he went out to visit his own people, the Hebrews, 
and he saw how hard they were forced to work. During his visit, he saw an Egyptian beating one 
of his fellow Hebrews. 12 After looking in all directions to make sure no one was watching, Moses 
killed the Egyptian and hid the body in the sand. 
13 The next day, when Moses went out to visit his people again, he saw two Hebrew men fighting. 
“Why are you beating up your friend?” Moses said to the one who had started the fight. 
14 The man replied, “Who appointed you to be our prince and judge? Are you going to kill me as 
you killed that Egyptian yesterday?” 
Then Moses was afraid, thinking, “Everyone knows what I did.” 15 And sure enough, Pharaoh 
heard what had happened, and he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to 
live in the land of Midian.  
When Moses arrived in Midian, he sat down beside a well. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven 
daughters who came as usual to draw water and fill the water troughs for their father’s 
flocks. 17 But some other shepherds came and chased them away. So Moses jumped up and 
rescued the girls from the shepherds. Then he drew water for their flocks. 

18 When the girls returned to Reuel, their father, he asked, “Why are you back so soon today?” 
19 “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds,” they answered. “And then he drew water for us 
and watered our flocks.” 
20 “Then where is he?” their father asked. “Why did you leave him there? Invite him to come and 
eat with us.” 
21 Moses accepted the invitation, and he settled there with him. In time, Reuel gave Moses his 
daughter Zipporah to be his wife. 22 Later she gave birth to a son, and Moses named him 
Gershom, for he explained, “I have been a foreigner in a foreign land.” 
23 Years passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israelites continued to groan under their 
burden of slavery. They cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. 24 God heard their 
groaning, and he remembered his covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 He looked 
down on the people of Israel and knew it was time to act. 

Exodus 3 
Moses and the Burning Bush 
1 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led 
the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in 
amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” 
Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” 
4 When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of 
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the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
“Here I am!” Moses replied. 
5 “Do not come any closer,” the LORD warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on 
holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 Then the LORD told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 
suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them 
out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—
the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now 
live. 9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the 
Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people 
Israel out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the 
people of Israel out of Egypt?” 
12 God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the one who has sent you: 
When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.” 
13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 
has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?” 
14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to 
you.” 

Exodus 4 
Signs of the Lord’s Power 
1 But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? What if they say, 
‘The LORD never appeared to you’?” 
2 Then the LORD asked him, “What is that in your hand?” 
“A shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied. 
3 “Throw it down on the ground,” the LORD told him. So Moses threw down the staff, and it 
turned into a snake! Moses jumped back. 
4 Then the LORD told him, “Reach out and grab its tail.” So Moses reached out and grabbed it, and 
it turned back into a shepherd’s staff in his hand. 
5 “Perform this sign,” the LORD told him. “Then they will believe that the LORD, the God of their 
ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—really has appeared to 
you.” 
6 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand 
inside his cloak, and when he took it out again, his hand was white as snow with a severe skin 
disease. 7 “Now put your hand back into your cloak,” the LORD said. So Moses put his hand back 
in, and when he took it out again, it was as healthy as the rest of his body. 
8 The LORD said to Moses, “If they do not believe you and are not convinced by the first 
miraculous sign, they will be convinced by the second sign. 9 And if they don’t believe you or listen 
to you even after these two signs, then take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the 
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dry ground. When you do, the water from the Nile will turn to blood on the ground.” 
10 But Moses pleaded with the LORD, “O Lord, I’m not very good with words. I never have been, 
and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get tongue-tied, and my words get 
tangled.” 
11 Then the LORD asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people 
speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go! I 
will be with you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say.” 
13 But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.” 
14 Then the LORD became angry with Moses. “All right,” he said. “What about your brother, 
Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. And look! He is on his way to meet you now. He will be 
delighted to see you. 

29 Then Moses and Aaron returned to Egypt and called all the elders of Israel together. 30 Aaron 
told them everything the LORD had told Moses, and Moses performed the miraculous signs as 
they watched. 31 Then the people of Israel were convinced that the LORD had sent Moses and 
Aaron. When they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen their misery, 
they bowed down and worshiped. 

Exodus 5 
Moses and Aaron Speak to Pharoh 
1 After this presentation to Israel’s leaders, Moses and Aaron went and spoke to Pharaoh. They 
told him, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Let my people go so they may hold a 
festival in my honor in the wilderness.” 
2 “Is that so?” retorted Pharaoh. “And who is the LORD? Why should I listen to him and let Israel 
go? I don’t know the LORD, and I will not let Israel go.” 
3 But Aaron and Moses persisted. “The God of the Hebrews has met with us,” they declared. “So 
let us take a three-day journey into the wilderness so we can offer sacrifices to the LORD our God. 
If we don’t, he will kill us with a plague or with the sword.” 
4 Pharaoh replied, “Moses and Aaron, why are you distracting the people from their tasks? Get 
back to work! 5 Look, there are many of your people in the land, and you are stopping them from 
their work.” 

Making Bricks without Straw 
6 That same day Pharaoh sent this order to the Egyptian slave drivers and the Israelite 
foremen: 7 “Do not supply any more straw for making bricks. Make the people get it 
themselves! 8 But still require them to make the same number of bricks as before. Don’t reduce the 
quota. They are lazy. That’s why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifices to our God.’ 

15 So the Israelite foremen went to Pharaoh and pleaded with him. “Please don’t treat your 
servants like this,” they begged. 16 “We are given no straw, but the slave drivers still demand, 
‘Make bricks!’ We are being beaten, but it isn’t our fault! Your own people are to blame!” 
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20 As they left Pharaoh’s court, they confronted Moses and Aaron, who were waiting outside for 
them. 21 The foremen said to them, “May the LORD judge and punish you for making us stink 
before Pharaoh and his officials. You have put a sword into their hands, an excuse to kill us!” 
22 Then Moses went back to the LORD and protested, “Why have you brought all this trouble on 
your own people, Lord? Why did you send me? 23 Ever since I came to Pharaoh as your 
spokesman, he has been even more brutal to your people. And you have done nothing to rescue 
them!” 
 
Exodus 7  
Aaron’s Staff Becomes a Serpent 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pay close attention to this. I will make you seem like God to 
Pharaoh, and your brother, Aaron, will be your prophet. 2 Tell Aaron everything I command you, 
and Aaron must command Pharaoh to let the people of Israel leave his country. 3 But I will make 
Pharaoh’s heart stubborn so I can multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in the land of 
Egypt. 4 Even then Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you. So I will bring down my fist on Egypt. 
Then I will rescue my forces—my people, the Israelites—from the land of Egypt with great acts 
of judgment. 5 When I raise my powerful hand and bring out the Israelites, the Egyptians will 
know that I am the LORD.” 
6 So Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded them. 7 Moses was eighty years old, 
and Aaron was eighty-three when they made their demands to Pharaoh. 
8 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “Pharaoh will demand, ‘Show me a miracle.’ When he 
does this, say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down in front of Pharaoh, and it will become 
a serpent.’” 
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did what the LORD had commanded them. Aaron 
threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a serpent! 11 Then Pharaoh 
called in his own wise men and sorcerers, and these Egyptian magicians did the same thing with 
their magic. 12 They threw down their staffs, which also became serpents! But then Aaron’s staff 
swallowed up their staffs. 13 Pharaoh’s heart, however, remained hard. He still refused to listen, just 
as the LORD had predicted. 

First Plague: Blood 
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn, and he still refuses to let the people 
go. 15 So go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes down to the river. Stand on the bank of the Nile 
and meet him there. Be sure to take along the staff that turned into a snake. 16 Then announce to 
him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to tell you, “Let my people go, so they can 
worship me in the wilderness.” Until now, you have refused to listen to him. 17 So this is what 
the LORD says: “I will show you that I am the LORD.” Look! I will strike the water of the Nile 
with this staff in my hand, and the river will turn to blood. 18 The fish in it will die, and the river 
will stink. The Egyptians will not be able to drink any water from the Nile.’” 
19 Then the LORD said to Moses: “Tell Aaron, ‘Take your staff and raise your hand over the waters 
of Egypt—all its rivers, canals, ponds, and all the reservoirs. Turn all the water to blood. 
Everywhere in Egypt the water will turn to blood, even the water stored in wooden bowls and 
stone pots.’” 
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20 So Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded them. As Pharaoh and all of his officials 
watched, Aaron raised his staff and struck the water of the Nile. Suddenly, the whole river turned 
to blood! 21 The fish in the river died, and the water became so foul that the Egyptians couldn’t 
drink it. There was blood everywhere throughout the land of Egypt. 22 But again the magicians of 
Egypt used their magic, and they, too, turned water into blood. So Pharaoh’s heart remained hard. 
He refused to listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had predicted. 23 Pharaoh returned to 
his palace and put the whole thing out of his mind. 24 Then all the Egyptians dug along the 
riverbank to find drinking water, for they couldn’t drink the water from the Nile. 

Second Plague: Frogs 
Third Plague: Lice 
Fourth Plague: Flies 
Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased 
Sixth Plague: Boils 
Seventh Plague: Hail 
Eighth Plague: Locusts 
Ninth Plague: Darkness 

Exodus 11 
Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn Announced 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will strike Pharaoh and the land of Egypt with one more blow. 
After that, Pharaoh will let you leave this country. In fact, he will be so eager to get rid of you that 
he will force you all to leave. 2 Tell all the Israelite men and women to ask their Egyptian 
neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” 3 (Now the LORD had caused the Egyptians to look 
favorably on the people of Israel. And Moses was considered a very great man in the land of 
Egypt, respected by Pharaoh’s officials and the Egyptian people alike.) 
4 Moses had announced to Pharaoh, “This is what the LORD says: At midnight tonight I will pass 
through the heart of Egypt. 5 All the firstborn sons will die in every family in Egypt, from the 
oldest son of Pharaoh, who sits on his throne, to the oldest son of his lowliest servant girl who 
grinds the flour. Even the firstborn of all the livestock will die. 6 Then a loud wail will rise 
throughout the land of Egypt, a wail like no one has heard before or will ever hear again. 7 But 
among the Israelites it will be so peaceful that not even a dog will bark. Then you will know that 
the LORD makes a distinction between the Egyptians and the Israelites. 8 All the officials of Egypt 
will run to me and fall to the ground before me. ‘Please leave!’ they will beg. ‘Hurry! And take all 
your followers with you.’ Only then will I go!” Then, burning with anger, Moses left Pharaoh. 
9 Now the LORD had told Moses earlier, “Pharaoh will not listen to you, but then I will do even 
more mighty miracles in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron performed these miracles in 
Pharaoh’s presence, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he wouldn’t let the Israelites 
leave the country. 

Exodus 12 
The First Passover 
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1 While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the LORD gave the following instructions to 
Moses and Aaron: 2 “From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for 
you. 3 Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family 
must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4 If a family is 
too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. Divide 
the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5 The animal you select 
must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects. 
6 “Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first 
month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young 
goat at twilight. 7 They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8 That same night they must roast the meat 
over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat any 
of the meat raw or boiled in water. The whole animal—including the head, legs, and internal 
organs—must be roasted over a fire. 10 Do not leave any of it until the next morning. Burn 
whatever is not eaten before morning. 
11 “These are your instructions for eating this meal: Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry 
your walking stick in your hand. Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the LORD’s Passover. 12 On 
that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn 
male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am 
the LORD! 13 But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you 
are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you 
when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a 
special festival to the LORD. This is a law for all time. 

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn 
29 And that night at midnight, the LORD struck down all the firstborn sons in the land of Egypt, 
from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sat on his throne, to the firstborn son of the prisoner in 
the dungeon. Even the firstborn of their livestock were killed. 30 Pharaoh and all his officials and 
all the people of Egypt woke up during the night, and loud wailing was heard throughout the land 
of Egypt. There was not a single house where someone had not died. 

Israel’s Exodus from Egypt 
31 Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron during the night. “Get out!” he ordered. “Leave my 
people—and take the rest of the Israelites with you! Go and worship the LORD as you have 
requested. 32 Take your flocks and herds, as you said, and be gone. Go, but bless me as you 
leave.” 33 All the Egyptians urged the people of Israel to get out of the land as quickly as possible, 
for they thought, “We will all die!” 
34 The Israelites took their bread dough before yeast was added. They wrapped their kneading 
boards in their cloaks and carried them on their shoulders. 35 And the people of Israel did as 
Moses had instructed; they asked the Egyptians for clothing and articles of silver and 
gold. 36 The LORD caused the Egyptians to look favorably on the Israelites, and they gave the 
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Israelites whatever they asked for. So they stripped the Egyptians of their wealth! 
37 That night the people of Israel left Rameses and started for Succoth. There were about 600,000 
men, plus all the women and children. 

Exodus 14 
1 Then the LORD gave these instructions to Moses: 2 “Order the Israelites to turn back and camp 
by Pi-hahiroth between Migdol and the sea. Camp there along the shore, across from Baal-
zephon. 3 Then Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are confused. They are trapped in the 
wilderness!’ 4 And once again I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after you. I have 
planned this in order to display my glory through Pharaoh and his whole army. After this the 
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD!” So the Israelites camped there as they were told. 
 
The Egyptians Pursue Israel 
5 When word reached the king of Egypt that the Israelites had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
changed their minds. “What have we done, letting all those Israelite slaves get away?” they 
asked. 6 So Pharaoh harnessed his chariot and called up his troops. 7 He took with him 600 of 
Egypt’s best chariots, along with the rest of the chariots of Egypt, each with its 
commander. 8 The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, so he chased after the 
people of Israel, who had left with fists raised in defiance. 9 The Egyptians chased after them with 
all the forces in Pharaoh’s army—all his horses and chariots, his charioteers, and his troops. The 
Egyptians caught up with the people of Israel as they were camped beside the shore near Pi-
hahiroth, across from Baal-zephon. 
10 As Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when they saw the 
Egyptians overtaking them. They cried out to the LORD, 11 and they said to Moses, “Why did you 
bring us out here to die in the wilderness? Weren’t there enough graves for us in Egypt? What 
have you done to us? Why did you make us leave Egypt? 12 Didn’t we tell you this would happen 
while we were still in Egypt? We said, ‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It’s better 
to be a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the wilderness!’” 
13 But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you 
today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. 14 The LORD himself will fight for 
you. Just stay calm.” 

Escape Through the Red Sea 
21 Then Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the LORD opened up a path through the water 
with a strong east wind. The wind blew all that night, turning the seabed into dry land. 22 So the 
people of Israel walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground, with walls of water on each 
side! 
23 Then the Egyptians—all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and charioteers—chased them into the 
middle of the sea. 24 But just before dawn the LORD looked down on the Egyptian army from the 
pillar of fire and cloud, and he threw their forces into total confusion. 25 He twisted their chariot 
wheels, making their chariots difficult to drive. “Let’s get out of here—away from these 
Israelites!” the Egyptians shouted. “The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt!” 
26 When all the Israelites had reached the other side, the LORD said to Moses, “Raise your hand 
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over the sea again. Then the waters will rush back and cover the Egyptians and their chariots and 
charioteers.” 27 So as the sun began to rise, Moses raised his hand over the sea, and the water 
rushed back into its usual place. The Egyptians tried to escape, but the LORD swept them into the 
sea. 28 Then the waters returned and covered all the chariots and charioteers—the entire army of 
Pharaoh. Of all the Egyptians who had chased the Israelites into the sea, not a single one survived. 
29 But the people of Israel had walked through the middle of the sea on dry ground, as the water 
stood up like a wall on both sides. 30 That is how the LORD rescued Israel from the hand of the 
Egyptians that day. And the Israelites saw the bodies of the Egyptians washed up on the 
seashore. 31 When the people of Israel saw the mighty power that the LORD had unleashed against 
the Egyptians, they were filled with awe before him. They put their faith in the LORD and in his 
servant Moses. 

Exodus 16 
Manna and Quail from Heaven 
1 Then the whole community of Israel set out from Elim and journeyed into the wilderness of 
Sin, between Elim and Mount Sinai. They arrived there on the fifteenth day of the second month, 
one month after leaving the land of Egypt. 2 There, too, the whole community of Israel 
complained about Moses and Aaron. 
3 “If only the LORD had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. “There we sat around pots filled 
with meat and ate all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness to 
starve us all to death.” 
4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Look, I’m going to rain down food from heaven for you. Each 
day the people can go out and pick up as much food as they need for that day. I will test them in 
this to see whether or not they will follow my instructions. 5 On the sixth day they will gather 
food, and when they prepare it, there will be twice as much as usual.” 
6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “By evening you will realize it was 
the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 In the morning you will see the glory of 
the LORD, because he has heard your complaints, which are against him, not against us. What have 
we done that you should complain about us?” 8 Then Moses added, “The LORD will give you meat 
to eat in the evening and bread to satisfy you in the morning, for he has heard all your complaints 
against him. What have we done? Yes, your complaints are against the LORD, not against us.” 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Announce this to the entire community of Israel: ‘Present 
yourselves before the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the 
whole community of Israel, they looked out toward the wilderness. There they could see the 
awesome glory of the LORD in the cloud. 
11 Then the LORD said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the Israelites’ complaints. Now tell them, ‘In the 
evening you will have meat to eat, and in the morning you will have all the bread you want. Then 
you will know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
13 That evening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered the camp. And the next morning the 
area around the camp was wet with dew. 14 When the dew evaporated, a flaky substance as fine as 
frost blanketed the ground. 
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Exodus 19 
The Lord Reveals Himself at Sinai 
1 Exactly two months after the Israelites left Egypt, they arrived in the wilderness of Sinai. 2 After 
breaking camp at Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sinai and set up camp there at the 
base of Mount Sinai. 
3 Then Moses climbed the mountain to appear before God. The LORD called to him from the 
mountain and said, “Give these instructions to the family of Jacob; announce it to the descendants 
of Israel: 4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. You know how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you will obey me and keep my covenant, you will be 
my own special treasure from among all the peoples on earth; for all the earth belongs to 
me. 6 And you will be my kingdom of priests, my holy nation.’ This is the message you must give 
to the people of Israel.” 
7 So Moses returned from the mountain and called together the elders of the people and told them 
everything the LORD had commanded him. 8 And all the people responded together, “We will do 
everything the LORD has commanded.” So Moses brought the people’s answer back to the LORD. 
9 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, Moses, so the people 
themselves can hear me when I speak with you. Then they will always trust you.” 
Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 

Exodus 20 
Ten Commandments 

1 Then God gave the people all these instructions: 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 
3 “You must not have any other god but me. 
4 “You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or 

on the earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, 
the LORD your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods. I 
lay the sins of the parents upon their children; the entire family is affected—even children in 
the third and fourth generations of those who reject me. 6 But I lavish unfailing love for a 
thousand generations on those who love me and obey my commands. 

7 “You must not misuse the name of the LORD your God. The LORD will not let you go 
unpunished if you misuse his name. 

8 “Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 You have six days each week for 
your ordinary work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the LORD your 
God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. This includes you, your sons 
and daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among 
you. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; 
but on the seventh day he rested. That is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart 
as holy. 

12 “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the LORD your 
God is giving you. 
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13 “You must not murder. 
14 “You must not commit adultery. 
15 “You must not steal. 
16 “You must not testify falsely against your neighbor. 
17 “You must not covet your neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or 

female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” 
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Fast Forward 
 

The Israelites continued to complain and rebel against God. One time while Moses was 
meeting with God for three days, many Israelites convinced Aaron to make a golden statue of a 
calf for them to worship. God was angry but held back His immediate punishment because 
Moses pleaded for mercy. 

God taught His people how to worship Him through a series of instructions and the 
building of a Tabernacle to perform these acts of worship and sacrifice. God led the people 
with a cloud by day and fire by night to begin the journey to claim the Promised Land. 

Moses sent spies into the Promised Land (Canaan). Most of the spies said the land was 
amazing and fruitful but the people would be impossible to defeat. The people became fearful 
and did not trust that God could bring them the victory. God grew weary of their lack of faith 
and complaining and said they would have to wander in the wilderness for forty years. Only 
the two faithful spies, Joshua and Caleb, would enter the Promised Land with the children. 
Even Moses lost the right to enter the Promised Land because he failed to give God the proper 
credit for providing water in the wilderness. 

After the death of Moses, Joshua became the leader, and led the Israelites to take the 
Promised Land. This was not an easy task, but God was with them. Israel was faithful to God 
under the leadership of Joshua. 

After the death of Joshua and his fellow leaders, Israel became rebellious against God. 
They served idols and lived lives of sin. God stopped protecting them, and they fell into the 
hands of their enemies. They were not able to conquer the entire Promised Land. 

In the midst of this judgment, God showed grace and love and empowered judges to free 
His people from the oppressive enemy. These judges included Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, 
Deborah, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, Samson, Eli and 
Samuel. Next is the story of one of these powerful judges. 
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STORY 6 
Samson 

An Unlikely Judge 
 
 

Judges 13 
The Birth of Samson 
1 Again the Israelites did evil in the LORD’s sight, so the LORD handed them over to the 
Philistines, who oppressed them for forty years. 
Dan lived in the town of Zorah. His wife was unable to become pregnant, and they had no 
children. 3 The angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah’s wife and said, “Even though you have 
been unable to have children, you will soon become pregnant and give birth to a son. 4 So be 
careful; you must not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any forbidden food. 5 You 
will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and his hair must never be cut. For he will be 
dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the Philistines.” 

24 When her son was born, she named him Samson. And the LORD blessed him as he grew 
up. 25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan, which is 
located between the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol. 

Judges 14 
Samson’s Riddle 
1 One day when Samson was in Timnah, one of the Philistine women caught his eye. 2 When he 
returned home, he told his father and mother, “A young Philistine woman in Timnah caught my 
eye. I want to marry her. Get her for me.” 
3 His father and mother objected. “Isn’t there even one woman in our tribe or among all the 
Israelites you could marry?” they asked. “Why must you go to the pagan Philistines to find a 
wife?” 
But Samson told his father, “Get her for me! She looks good to me.” 4 His father and mother 
didn’t realize the LORD was at work in this, creating an opportunity to work against the Philistines, 
who ruled over Israel at that time. 
5 As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a young lion suddenly attacked Samson 
near the vineyards of Timnah. 6 At that moment the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 
him, and he ripped the lion’s jaws apart with his bare hands. He did it as easily as if it were a 
young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother about it. 7 When Samson arrived in Timnah, he 
talked with the woman and was very pleased with her. 
8 Later, when he returned to Timnah for the wedding, he turned off the path to look at the carcass 
of the lion. And he found that a swarm of bees had made some honey in the carcass. 9 He scooped 
some of the honey into his hands and ate it along the way. He also gave some to his father and 
mother, and they ate it. But he didn’t tell them he had taken the honey from the carcass of the 
lion. 
10 As his father was making final arrangements for the marriage, Samson threw a party at Timnah, 
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as was the custom for elite young men. 11 When the bride’s parents saw him, they selected thirty 
young men from the town to be his companions. 
12 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If you solve my riddle during these seven days of 
the celebration, I will give you thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of festive clothing. 13 But if 
you can’t solve it, then you must give me thirty fine linen robes and thirty sets of festive clothing.” 
“All right,” they agreed, “let’s hear your riddle.” 
14 So he said: 
“Out of the one who eats came something to eat; 
    out of the strong came something sweet.” 
Three days later they were still trying to figure it out. 15 On the fourth day they said to Samson’s 
wife, “Entice your husband to explain the riddle for us, or we will burn down your father’s house 
with you in it. Did you invite us to this party just to make us poor?” 
16 So Samson’s wife came to him in tears and said, “You don’t love me; you hate me! You have 
given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” 
“I haven’t even given the answer to my father or mother,” he replied. “Why should I tell 
you?” 17 So she cried whenever she was with him and kept it up for the rest of the celebration. At 
last, on the seventh day he told her the answer because she was tormenting him with her nagging. 
Then she explained the riddle to the young men. 
18 So before sunset of the seventh day, the men of the town came to Samson with their answer: 
“What is sweeter than honey? 
    What is stronger than a lion?” 
Samson replied, “If you hadn’t plowed with my heifer, you wouldn’t have solved my riddle!” 
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to the town of 
Ashkelon, killed thirty men, took their belongings, and gave their clothing to the men who had 
solved his riddle. But Samson was furious about what had happened, and he went back home to 
live with his father and mother. 20 So his wife was given in marriage to the man who had been 
Samson’s best man at the wedding. 

Judges 15 
Samson Vengeance on the Philistines 
1 Later on, during the wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat as a present to his wife. He said, 
“I’m going into my wife’s room to sleep with her,” but her father wouldn’t let him in. 
2 “I truly thought you must hate her,” her father explained, “so I gave her in marriage to your best 
man. But look, her younger sister is even more beautiful than she is. Marry her instead.” 
3 Samson said, “This time I cannot be blamed for everything I am going to do to you 
Philistines.” 4 Then he went out and caught 300 foxes. He tied their tails together in pairs, and he 
fastened a torch to each pair of tails. 5 Then he lit the torches and let the foxes run through the 
grain fields of the Philistines. He burned all their grain to the ground, including the sheaves and 
the uncut grain. He also destroyed their vineyards and olive groves. 
6 “Who did this?” the Philistines demanded. 
“Samson,” was the reply, “because his father-in-law from Timnah gave Samson’s wife to be 
married to his best man.” So the Philistines went and got the woman and her father and burned 
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them to death. 
7 “Because you did this,” Samson vowed, “I won’t rest until I take my revenge on you!” 8 So he 
attacked the Philistines with great fury and killed many of them. Then he went to live in a cave in 
the rock of Etam. 
9 The Philistines retaliated by setting up camp in Judah and spreading out near the town of 
Lehi. 10 The men of Judah asked the Philistines, “Why are you attacking us?” 
The Philistines replied, “We’ve come to capture Samson. We’ve come to pay him back for what 
he did to us.” 
11 So 3,000 men of Judah went down to get Samson at the cave in the rock of Etam. They said to 
Samson, “Don’t you realize the Philistines rule over us? What are you doing to us?” 
But Samson replied, “I only did to them what they did to me.” 
12 But the men of Judah told him, “We have come to tie you up and hand you over to the 
Philistines.” 

“All right,” Samson said. “But promise that you won’t kill me yourselves.” 
13 “We will only tie you up and hand you over to the Philistines,” they replied. “We won’t kill you.” 
So they tied him up with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock. 
14 As Samson arrived at Lehi, the Philistines came shouting in triumph. But the Spirit of 
the LORD came powerfully upon Samson, and he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they were 
burnt strands of flax, and they fell from his wrists. 15 Then he found the jawbone of a recently 
killed donkey. He picked it up and killed 1,000 Philistines with it. 16 Then Samson said, 
“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
    I’ve piled them in heaps! 
With the jawbone of a donkey, 
    I’ve killed a thousand men!” 
17 When he finished his boasting, he threw away the jawbone; and the place was named Jawbone 
Hill. 
18 Samson was now very thirsty, and he cried out to the LORD, “You have accomplished this great 
victory by the strength of your servant. Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of these 
pagans?” 19 So God caused water to gush out of a hollow in the ground at Lehi, and Samson was 
revived as he drank. Then he named that place “The Spring of the One Who Cried Out,” and it is 
still in Lehi to this day. 
20 Samson judged Israel for twenty years during the period when the Philistines dominated the 
land. 
 
Judges 16 
Samson Carries Away Gaza’s Gate 
1 One day Samson went to the Philistine town of Gaza and spent the night with a 
prostitute. 2 Word soon spread that Samson was there, so the men of Gaza gathered together and 
waited all night at the town gates. They kept quiet during the night, saying to themselves, “When 
the light of morning comes, we will kill him.” 
3 But Samson stayed in bed only until midnight. Then he got up, took hold of the doors of the 
town gate, including the two posts, and lifted them up, bar and all. He put them on his shoulders 
and carried them all the way to the top of the hill across from Hebron. 
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Samson and Delilah 
4 Some time later Samson fell in love with a woman named Delilah, who lived in the valley of 
Sorek. 5 The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “Entice Samson to tell you what makes 
him so strong and how he can be overpowered and tied up securely. Then each of us will give you 
1,100 pieces of silver.” 
6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me what makes you so strong and what it would take to 
tie you up securely.” 
7 Samson replied, “If I were tied up with seven new bowstrings that have not yet been dried, I 
would become as weak as anyone else.” 
8 So the Philistine rulers brought Delilah seven new bowstrings, and she tied Samson up with 
them. 9 She had hidden some men in one of the inner rooms of her house, and she cried out, 
“Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But Samson snapped the bowstrings as a 
piece of string snaps when it is burned by a fire. So the secret of his strength was not discovered. 
10 Afterward Delilah said to him, “You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now please 
tell me how you can be tied up securely.” 
11 Samson replied, “If I were tied up with brand-new ropes that had never been used, I would 
become as weak as anyone else.” 
12 So Delilah took new ropes and tied him up with them. The men were hiding in the inner room 
as before, and again Delilah cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” But 
again Samson snapped the ropes from his arms as if they were thread. 
13 Then Delilah said, “You’ve been making fun of me and telling me lies! Now tell me how you can 
be tied up securely.” 
Samson replied, “If you were to weave the seven braids of my hair into the fabric on your loom 
and tighten it with the loom shuttle, I would become as weak as anyone else.” 
So while he slept, Delilah wove the seven braids of his hair into the fabric. 14 Then she tightened it 
with the loom shuttle. Again she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” 
But Samson woke up, pulled back the loom shuttle, and yanked his hair away from the loom and 
the fabric. 
15 Then Delilah pouted, “How can you tell me, ‘I love you,’ when you don’t share your secrets with 
me? You’ve made fun of me three times now, and you still haven’t told me what makes you so 
strong!” 16 She tormented him with her nagging day after day until he was sick to death of it. 
17 Finally, Samson shared his secret with her. “My hair has never been cut,” he confessed, “for I 
was dedicated to God as a Nazirite from birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave 
me, and I would become as weak as anyone else.” 
18 Delilah realized he had finally told her the truth, so she sent for the Philistine rulers. “Come 
back one more time,” she said, “for he has finally told me his secret.” So the Philistine rulers 
returned with the money in their hands. 19 Delilah lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her lap, 
and then she called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In this way she began to 
bring him down, and his strength left him. 
20 Then she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture you!” 
When he woke up, he thought, “I will do as before and shake myself free.” But he didn’t realize 
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the LORD had left him. 
21 So the Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took him to Gaza, where he was 
bound with bronze chains and forced to grind grain in the prison. 
22 But before long, his hair began to grow back. 
 
Samson’s Final Victory 
23 The Philistine rulers held a great festival, offering sacrifices and praising their god, Dagon. They 
said, “Our god has given us victory over our enemy Samson!” 
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy to 
us! The one who killed so many of us is now in our power!” 
25 Half drunk by now, the people demanded, “Bring out Samson so he can amuse us!” So he was 
brought from the prison to amuse them, and they had him stand between the pillars supporting 
the roof. 
26 Samson said to the young servant who was leading him by the hand, “Place my hands against 
the pillars that hold up the temple. I want to rest against them.” 27 Now the temple was completely 
filled with people. All the Philistine rulers were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women 
on the roof who were watching as Samson amused them. 
28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me again. O God, please 
strengthen me just one more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines for the loss of 
my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held up the temple. 
Pushing against them with both hands, 30 he prayed, “Let me die with the Philistines.” And the 
temple crashed down on the Philistine rulers and all the people. So he killed more people when he 
died than he had during his entire lifetime. 
31 Later his brothers and other relatives went down to get his body. They took him back home and 
buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol, where his father, Manoah, was buried. Samson had 
judged Israel for twenty years. 
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Fast Forward 

 
The time of the judges over Israel came to an end. The final judge of Israel was Samuel. 

The people of Israel accepted Samuel as a priest and prophet of God.  Samuel called the 
people back to God and to defeat the Philistines. The Israelites lost the battle and lost the Ark 
of God. This was devastating to the people of God.  

  
The people of Israel demanded that they have a king to lead them like the nations around 

them. God was disappointed by this rejection of His leadership, but He honored their request.  
  
Samuel, led by God, selected Saul to be the first King over Israel. Saul had moments of 

success in his leadership of Israel, but he eventually became rebellious against God. It was 
time for God and Samuel to choose a new king. 
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STORY 7 
David 

Warrior, Poet, King 
 
 

1 Samuel 16 
Samuel Anoints David as King 
1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long enough for Saul. I have rejected him as 
king of Israel, so fill your flask with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who 
lives there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” 
2 But Samuel asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 
“Take a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say that you have come to make a sacrifice to 
the LORD. 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you which of his sons to anoint for me.” 
4 So Samuel did as the LORD instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 
came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?” they asked. “Do you come in peace?” 
5 “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Purify yourselves and come with 
me to the sacrifice.” Then Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and 
invited them to the sacrifice, too. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the LORD’s 
anointed!” 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. 
The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse told his son Abinadab to step forward and walk in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
“This is not the one the LORD has chosen.” 9 Next Jesse summoned Shimea, but Samuel said, 
“Neither is this the one the LORD has chosen.” 10 In the same way all seven of Jesse’s sons were 
presented to Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11 Then 
Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the sheep and 
goats.” 
“Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit down to eat until he arrives.” 
12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes. 
And the LORD said, “This is the one; anoint him.”13 So as David stood there among his brothers, 
Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. And the Spirit 
of the LORD came powerfully upon David from that day on.  

1 Samuel 17 
Goliath Challenges the Israelites 
1 The Philistines now mustered their army for battle and camped between Socoh in Judah and 
Azekah at Ephes-dammim. 2 Saul countered by gathering his Israelite troops near the valley of 
Elah. 3 So the Philistines and Israelites faced each other on opposite hills, with the valley between 
them. 
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4 Then Goliath, a Philistine champion from Gath, came out of the Philistine ranks to face the 
forces of Israel. He was over nine feet tall! 5 He wore a bronze helmet, and his bronze coat of mail 
weighed 125 pounds. 6 He also wore bronze leg armor, and he carried a bronze javelin on his 
shoulder. 7 The shaft of his spear was as heavy and thick as a weaver’s beam, tipped with an iron 
spearhead that weighed 15 pounds. His armor bearer walked ahead of him carrying a shield. 
8 Goliath stood and shouted a taunt across to the Israelites. “Why are you all coming out to fight?” 
he called. “I am the Philistine champion, but you are only the servants of Saul. Choose one man to 
come down here and fight me! 9 If he kills me, then we will be your slaves. But if I kill him, you 
will be our slaves! 10 I defy the armies of Israel today! Send me a man who will fight me!” 11 When 
Saul and the Israelites heard this, they were terrified and deeply shaken. 

Jesse Sends David to Saul’s Camp 
12 Now David was the son of a man named Jesse, an Ephrathite from Bethlehem in the land of 
Judah. Jesse was an old man at that time, and he had eight sons. 13 Jesse’s three oldest sons—Eliab, 
Abinadab, and Shimea—had already joined Saul’s army to fight the Philistines. 14 David was the 
youngest son. David’s three oldest brothers stayed with Saul’s army, 15 but David went back and 
forth so he could help his father with the sheep in Bethlehem. 
16 For forty days, every morning and evening, the Philistine champion strutted in front of the 
Israelite army. 
17 One day Jesse said to David, “Take this basket of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread, 
and carry them quickly to your brothers. 18 And give these ten cuts of cheese to their captain. See 
how your brothers are getting along, and bring back a report on how they are doing.” 19 David’s 
brothers were with Saul and the Israelite army at the valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines. 
20 So David left the sheep with another shepherd and set out early the next morning with the gifts, 
as Jesse had directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the Israelite army was leaving for the 
battlefield with shouts and battle cries. 21 Soon the Israelite and Philistine forces stood facing each 
other, army against army. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies and hurried out to the 
ranks to greet his brothers. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from 
Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. Then David heard him shout his usual taunt to the army 
of Israel. 
24 As soon as the Israelite army saw him, they began to run away in fright. 25 “Have you seen the 
giant?” the men asked. “He comes out each day to defy Israel. The king has offered a huge reward 
to anyone who kills him. He will give that man one of his daughters for a wife, and the man’s 
entire family will be exempted from paying taxes!” 
26 David asked the soldiers standing nearby, “What will a man get for killing this Philistine and 
ending his defiance of Israel? Who is this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the 
armies of the living God?” 
27 And these men gave David the same reply. They said, “Yes, that is the reward for killing him.” 
28 But when David’s oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, he was angry. “What 
are you doing around here anyway?” he demanded. “What about those few sheep you’re supposed 
to be taking care of? I know about your pride and deceit. You just want to see the battle!” 
29 “What have I done now?” David replied. “I was only asking a question!” 30 He walked over to 
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some others and asked them the same thing and received the same answer. 31 Then David’s 
question was reported to King Saul, and the king sent for him. 
 
David Kills Goliath 
32 “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” 
33 “Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly 
win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.” 
34 But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said. “When a 
lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb 
from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36 I have done 
this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies 
of the living God! 37 The LORD who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue 
me from this Philistine!” 
Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And may the LORD be with you!” 
38 Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of mail. 39 David put it on, 
strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see what it was like, for he had never worn 
such things before. 
“I can’t go in these,” he protested to Saul. “I’m not used to them.” So David took them off 
again. 40 He picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag. 
Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across the valley to fight the 
Philistine. 
41 Goliath walked out toward David with his shield bearer ahead of him, 42 sneering in contempt at 
this ruddy-faced boy. 43 “Am I a dog,” he roared at David, “that you come at me with a stick?” 
And he cursed David by the names of his gods. 44 “Come over here, and I’ll give your flesh to the 
birds and wild animals!” Goliath yelled. 
45 David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to 
you in the name of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies—the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. 46 Today the LORD will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. And 
then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild animals, and the whole world 
will know that there is a God in Israel! 47 And everyone assembled here will know that 
the LORD rescues his people, but not with sword and spear. This is the LORD’s battle, and he will 
give you to us!” 
48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him. 49 Reaching into his 
shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it with his sling and hit the Philistine in the 
forehead. The stone sank in, and Goliath stumbled and fell face down on the ground. 
50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for he had no 
sword. 51 Then David ran over and pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David used it to kill 
him and cut off his head.   
When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they turned and ran. 
 
1 Samuel 18 
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Saul Becomes Jealous David 
1 After David had finished talking with Saul, he met Jonathan, the king’s son. There was an 
immediate bond between them, for Jonathan loved David. 2 From that day on Saul kept David 
with him and wouldn’t let him return home. 3 And Jonathan made a solemn pact with David, 
because he loved him as he loved himself. 4 Jonathan sealed the pact by taking off his robe and 
giving it to David, together with his tunic, sword, bow, and belt. 
5 Whatever Saul asked David to do, David did it successfully. So Saul made him a commander over 
the men of war, an appointment that was welcomed by the people and Saul’s officers alike. 
6 When the victorious Israelite army was returning home after David had killed the Philistine, 
women from all the towns of Israel came out to meet King Saul. They sang and danced for joy 
with tambourines and cymbals. 7 This was their song: 
“Saul has killed his thousands, 
    and David his ten thousands!” 
8 This made Saul very angry. “What’s this?” he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and 
me with only thousands. Next they’ll be making him their king!” 9 So from that time on Saul kept a 
jealous eye on David. 
10 The very next day a tormenting spirit from God overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his 
house like a madman. David was playing the harp, as he did each day. But Saul had a spear in his 
hand, 11 and he suddenly hurled it at David, intending to pin him to the wall. But David escaped 
him twice. 
12 Saul was then afraid of David, for the LORD was with David and had turned away from 
Saul. 13 Finally, Saul sent him away and appointed him commander over 1,000 men, and David 
faithfully led his troops into battle. 
14 David continued to succeed in everything he did, for the LORD was with him. 15 When Saul 
recognized this, he became even more afraid of him. 

1 Samuel 31 
The Death of Saul 
1 Now the Philistines attacked Israel, and the men of Israel fled before them. Many were 
slaughtered on the slopes of Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines closed in on Saul and his sons, and 
they killed three of his sons—Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malkishua. 3 The fighting grew very fierce 
around Saul, and the Philistine archers caught up with him and wounded him severely. 
4 Saul groaned to his armor bearer, “Take your sword and kill me before these pagan Philistines 
come to run me through and taunt and torture me.” 
But his armor bearer was afraid and would not do it. So Saul took his own sword and fell on 
it. 5 When his armor bearer realized that Saul was dead, he fell on his own sword and died beside 
the king. 6 So Saul, his three sons, his armor bearer, and his troops all died together that same day. 

David wrote  many songs and poems found in the Book of  Psalms.  
Psalm 23  

A Psalm of David  
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1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
    I have all that I need. 
2 He lets me rest in green meadows; 
    he leads me beside peaceful streams. 
3 He renews my strength. 
He guides me along right paths, 
    bringing honor to his name. 
4 Even when I walk 
    through the darkest valley, 
I will not be afraid, 
    for you are close beside me. 
Your rod and your staff 
    protect and comfort me. 
5 You prepare a feast for me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You honor me by anointing my head with oil. 
    My cup overflows with blessings. 
6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I will live in the house of the LORD 
    forever. 

2 Samuel 5 
David Becomes King of All Israel 
1 Then all the tribes of Israel went to David at Hebron and told him, “We are your own flesh and 
blood. 2 In the past, when Saul was our king, you were the one who really led the forces of Israel. 
And the LORD told you, ‘You will be the shepherd of my people Israel. You will be Israel’s 
leader.’” 
3 So there at Hebron, King David made a covenant before the LORD with all the elders of Israel. 
And they anointed him king of Israel. 
4 David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years in all.5 He had 
reigned over Judah from Hebron for seven years and six months, and from Jerusalem he reigned 
over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years. 

David Captures Jerusalem 
6 David then led his men to Jerusalem to fight against the Jebusites, the original inhabitants of the 
land who were living there. The Jebusites taunted David, saying, “You’ll never get in here! Even 
the blind and lame could keep you out!” For the Jebusites thought they were safe. 7 But David 
captured the fortress of Zion, which is now called the City of David. 
8 On the day of the attack, David said to his troops, “I hate those ‘lame’ and ‘blind’ 
Jebusites. Whoever attacks them should strike by going into the city through the water tunnel.” 
That is the origin of the saying, “The blind and the lame may not enter the house.” 
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9 So David made the fortress his home, and he called it the City of David. He extended the city, 
starting at the supporting terraces and working inward. 10 And David became more and more 
powerful, because the LORD God of Heaven’s Armies was with him. 
11 Then King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar timber and carpenters 
and stonemasons, and they built David a palace. 12 And David realized that the LORD had 
confirmed him as king over Israel and had blessed his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel. 
13 After moving from Hebron to Jerusalem, David married more concubines and wives, and they 
had more sons and daughters. 14 These are the names of David’s sons who were born in Jerusalem: 
Shammua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 15 Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16 Elishama, Eliada, and 
Eliphelet. 
 
2 Samuel 11 
David and Bathsheba 
1 In the spring of the year, when kings normally go out to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite 
army to fight the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite army and laid siege to the city of 
Rabbah. However, David stayed behind in Jerusalem. 
2 Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was walking on the roof of 
the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a 
bath. 3 He sent someone to find out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her; and 
when she came to the palace, he slept with her. She had just completed the purification rites after 
having her menstrual period. Then she returned home. 5 Later, when Bathsheba discovered that 
she was pregnant, she sent David a message, saying, “I’m pregnant.” 
6 Then David sent word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent him to David. 7 When 
Uriah arrived, David asked him how Joab and the army were getting along and how the war was 
progressing. 8 Then he told Uriah, “Go on home and relax.” David even sent a gift to Uriah after 
he had left the palace. 9 But Uriah didn’t go home. He slept that night at the palace entrance with 
the king’s palace guard. 
10 When David heard that Uriah had not gone home, he summoned him and asked, “What’s the 
matter? Why didn’t you go home last night after being away for so long?” 
11 Uriah replied, “The Ark and the armies of Israel and Judah are living in tents, and Joab and my 
master’s men are camping in the open fields. How could I go home to wine and dine and sleep 
with my wife? I swear that I would never do such a thing.” 
12 “Well, stay here today,” David told him, “and tomorrow you may return to the army.” So Uriah 
stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Then David invited him to dinner and got him drunk. 
But even then he couldn’t get Uriah to go home to his wife. Again he slept at the palace entrance 
with the king’s palace guard. 

David Arranges for Uriah’s Death 
14 So the next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and gave it to Uriah to deliver. 15 The letter 
instructed Joab, “Station Uriah on the front lines where the battle is fiercest. Then pull back so 
that he will be killed.” 16 So Joab assigned Uriah to a spot close to the city wall where he knew the 



David 

49 

enemy’s strongest men were fighting. 17 And when the enemy soldiers came out of the city to fight, 
Uriah the Hittite was killed along with several other Israelite soldiers. 
18 Then Joab sent a battle report to David. 19 He told his messenger, “Report all the news of the 
battle to the king. 20 But he might get angry and ask, ‘Why did the troops go so close to the city? 
Didn’t they know there would be shooting from the walls? 21 Wasn’t Abimelech son of 
Gideon killed at Thebez by a woman who threw a millstone down on him from the wall? Why 
would you get so close to the wall?’ Then tell him, ‘Uriah the Hittite was killed, too.’” 
22 So the messenger went to Jerusalem and gave a complete report to David. 23 “The enemy came 
out against us in the open fields,” he said. “And as we chased them back to the city gate, 24 the 
archers on the wall shot arrows at us. Some of the king’s men were killed, including Uriah the 
Hittite.” 
25 “Well, tell Joab not to be discouraged,” David said. “The sword devours this one today and that 
one tomorrow! Fight harder next time, and conquer the city!” 
26 When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27 When the period 
of mourning was over, David sent for her and brought her to the palace, and she became one of 
his wives. Then she gave birth to a son. But the LORD was displeased with what David had done. 
 
2 Samuel 12 
Nathan Rebukes David 
1 So the LORD sent Nathan the prophet to tell David this story: “There were two men in a certain 
town. One was rich, and one was poor. 2 The rich man owned a great many sheep and cattle. 3 The 
poor man owned nothing but one little lamb he had bought. He raised that little lamb, and it grew 
up with his children. It ate from the man’s own plate and drank from his cup. He cuddled it in his 
arms like a baby daughter. 4 One day a guest arrived at the home of the rich man. But instead of 
killing an animal from his own flock or herd, he took the poor man’s lamb and killed it and 
prepared it for his guest.” 
5 David was furious. “As surely as the LORD lives,” he vowed, “any man who would do such a 
thing deserves to die! 6 He must repay four lambs to the poor man for the one he stole and for 
having no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are that man! The LORD, the God of Israel, says: I anointed 
you king of Israel and saved you from the power of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and his 
wives and the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And if that had not been enough, I would have given 
you much, much more. 9 Why, then, have you despised the word of the LORD and done this 
horrible deed? For you have murdered Uriah the Hittite with the sword of the Ammonites and 
stolen his wife. 10 From this time on, your family will live by the sword because you have despised 
me by taking Uriah’s wife to be your own. 
11 “This is what the LORD says: Because of what you have done, I will cause your own household 
to rebel against you. I will give your wives to another man before your very eyes, and he will go to 
bed with them in public view. 12 You did it secretly, but I will make this happen to you openly in 
the sight of all Israel.” 
 
David Confesses His Guilt 
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13 Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” 
Nathan replied, “Yes, but the LORD has forgiven you, and you won’t die for this sin. 
14 Nevertheless, because you have shown utter contempt for the LORD by doing this, your child 
will die.” 
 
Psalm 51 

For the choir director: A psalm of David, regarding the time Nathan the prophet came to 
him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    because of your unfailing love. 
Because of your great compassion, 
    blot out the stain of my sins. 
2 Wash me clean from my guilt. 
    Purify me from my sin. 
3 For I recognize my rebellion; 
    it haunts me day and night. 
4 Against you, and you alone, have I sinned; 
    I have done what is evil in your sight. 
You will be proved right in what you say, 
    and your judgment against me is just. 
5 For I was born a sinner— 
    yes, from the moment my mother conceived me. 
6 But you desire honesty from the womb, 
    teaching me wisdom even there. 
7 Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Oh, give me back my joy again; 
    you have broken me— 
    now let me rejoice. 
9 Don’t keep looking at my sins. 
    Remove the stain of my guilt. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
    Renew a loyal spirit within me. 
11 Do not banish me from your presence, 
    and don’t take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and make me willing to obey you. 
13 Then I will teach your ways to rebels, 
    and they will return to you. 
14 Forgive me for shedding blood, O God who saves; 
    then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. 



David 

51 

15 Unseal my lips, O Lord, 
    that my mouth may praise you. 
16 You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. 
    You do not want a burnt offering. 
17 The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit. 
    You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God. 

1 Chronicles 17 
The Lord’s Covenant Promise to David 
1 When David was settled in his palace, he summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David said, “I 
am living in a beautiful cedar palace, but the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant is out there under a 
tent!” 
2 Nathan replied to David, “Do whatever you have in mind, for God is with you.” 
3 But that same night God said to Nathan, 
4 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD has declared: You are not the one to 
build a house for me to live in. 5 I have never lived in a house, from the day I brought the Israelites 
out of Egypt until this very day. My home has always been a tent, moving from one place to 
another in a Tabernacle. 6 Yet no matter where I have gone with the Israelites, I have never once 
complained to Israel’s leaders, the shepherds of my people. I have never asked them, “Why 
haven’t you built me a beautiful cedar house?”’ 
7 “Now go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies has declared: 
I took you from tending sheep in the pasture and selected you to be the leader of my people 
Israel. 8 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed all your enemies 
before your eyes. Now I will make your name as famous as anyone who has ever lived on the 
earth! 9 And I will provide a homeland for my people Israel, planting them in a secure place where 
they will never be disturbed. Evil nations won’t oppress them as they’ve done in the 
past, 10 starting from the time I appointed judges to rule my people Israel. And I will defeat all your 
enemies. 
“‘Furthermore, I declare that the LORD will build a house for you—a dynasty of kings! 11 For when 
you die and join your ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, one of your sons, and I 
will make his kingdom strong. 12 He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for me. And I 
will secure his throne forever. 13 I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my 
favor from him as I took it from the one who ruled before you. 14 I will confirm him as king over 
my house and my kingdom for all time, and his throne will be secure forever.’” 

1 Chronicles 22 
1 Then David said, “This will be the location for the Temple of the LORD God and the place of 
the altar for Israel’s burnt offerings!” 

Preparations for the Temple 
2 So David gave orders to call together the foreigners living in Israel, and he assigned them the task 
of preparing finished stone for building the Temple of God. 3 David provided large amounts of 
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iron for the nails that would be needed for the doors in the gates and for the clamps, and he gave 
more bronze than could be weighed. 4 He also provided innumerable cedar logs, for the men of 
Tyre and Sidon had brought vast amounts of cedar to David. 
5 David said, “My son Solomon is still young and inexperienced. And since the Temple to be built 
for the LORD must be a magnificent structure, famous and glorious throughout the world, I will 
begin making preparations for it now.” So David collected vast amounts of building materials 
before his death. 
6 Then David sent for his son Solomon and instructed him to build a Temple for the LORD, the 
God of Israel. 7 “My son, I wanted to build a Temple to honor the name of the LORD my God,” 
David told him. 8 “But the LORD said to me, ‘You have killed many men in the battles you have 
fought. And since you have shed so much blood in my sight, you will not be the one to build a 
Temple to honor my name. 9 But you will have a son who will be a man of peace. I will give him 
peace with his enemies in all the surrounding lands. His name will be Solomon, and I will give 
peace and quiet to Israel during his reign. 10 He is the one who will build a Temple to honor my 
name. He will be my son, and I will be his father. And I will secure the throne of his kingdom 
over Israel forever.’ 
11 “Now, my son, may the LORD be with you and give you success as you follow his directions in 
building the Temple of the LORD your God. 12 And may the LORD give you wisdom and 
understanding, that you may obey the Law of the LORD your God as you rule over Israel. 13 For 
you will be successful if you carefully obey the decrees and regulations that the LORD gave to 
Israel through Moses. Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid or lose heart! 
 
1 Chronicles 29 
Summary of David’s Reign 
26 So David son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 27 He reigned over Israel for forty years, seven of 
them in Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 28 He died at a ripe old age, having enjoyed long life, 
wealth, and honor. Then his son Solomon ruled in his place. 
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Fast Forward 

God led and protected His people through a series of kings. The first king, Saul, started 
well but stopped following and trusting God. David was Israel’s second king and had a true 
heart for God. Even though David made some bad decisions, he was humble and returned to 
God. Because of David’s faithfulness, God continued the line of kings with David’s son, 
Solomon. 

 
God visited Solomon in a dream and offered him anything he wanted. Solomon requested 

wisdom to lead the people. God granted Solomon’s request for wisdom, and Solomon was 
respected as the wisest man. Many of his wise sayings are collected in the books of Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes and The Song of Solomon. Solomon built a magnificent temple for God. Israel 
experienced a golden age a peace and prosperity during the reign of Solomon.  

 
 Later in life, Solomon married foreign wives, turned from God, and followed foreign gods. 

After Solomon’s death, Israel was torn into two kingdoms. A series of bad kings led the people 
of Israel far from God. 

 
God sent messengers (prophets) including Elijah, Elisha, Amos and Hosea to warn His 

people and try to bring them back to God. The Israelites continued to rebel against God and 
the kingdom fell. God’s people again became slaves and exiles in foreign lands. 

 
During this time of Exile, a group of Israelites remained faithful to God. Daniel gives a 

great picture into the lives of those that remained faithful to God and how God continued to 
provide love and grace. 
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STORY 8 
Daniel 

A Prophet In Exile 
 
 

Daniel 1 
Daniel and His Friends Obey God 
1 During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and 
permitted him to take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar 
took them back to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-house of his god. 
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young men 
of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as 
captives. 4 “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men,” he said. “Make sure they 
are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are 
suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the language and literature of 
Babylon.” 5 The king assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They 
were to be trained for three years, and then they would enter the royal service. 
6 Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from the tribe of 
Judah. 7 The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: 
Daniel was called Belteshazzar. 
Hananiah was called Shadrach. 
Mishael was called Meshach. 
Azariah was called Abednego. 
8 But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by 
the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. 9 Now 
God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel. 10 But he responded, “I am 
afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat this food and wine. If you become pale 
and thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me beheaded.” 
11 Daniel spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look after 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 12 “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and 
water,” Daniel said. 13 “At the end of the ten days, see how we look compared to the other young 
men who are eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you see.” 14 The 
attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them for ten days. 
15 At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished 
than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king. 16 So after that, the 
attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine provided for the others. 
17 God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of literature 
and wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and 
dreams. 
18 When the training period ordered by the king was completed, the chief of staff brought all the 
young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as 
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much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they entered the royal service. 20 Whenever 
the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them 
ten times more capable than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom. 
21 Daniel remained in the royal service until the first year of the reign of King Cyrus. 

Daniel 2 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
1 One night during the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had such disturbing dreams that 
he couldn’t sleep. 2 He called in his magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers, and he 
demanded that they tell him what he had dreamed. As they stood before the king, 3 he said, “I 
have had a dream that deeply troubles me, and I must know what it means.” 
4 Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic, “Long live the king! Tell us the dream, and 
we will tell you what it means.” 
5 But the king said to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my dream 
was and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be turned into heaps 
of rubble! 6 But if you tell me what I dreamed and what the dream means, I will give you many 
wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream and what it means!” 
7 They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” 

8 The king replied, “I know what you are doing! You’re stalling for time because you know I am 
serious when I say, 9 ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have conspired to 
tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me the dream, and then I’ll know that you can 
tell me what it means.” 
10 The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, 
however great and powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or 
astrologer! 11 The king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, 
and they do not live here among people.” 
12 The king was furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be 
executed. 13 And because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and his 
friends. 
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the 
situation with wisdom and discretion. 15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh 
decree?” So Arioch told him all that had happened. 16 Daniel went at once to see the king and 
requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant. 
17 Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had 
happened. 18 He urged them to ask the God of heaven to show them his mercy by telling them the 
secret, so they would not be executed along with the other wise men of Babylon. 19 That night the 
secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven. 20 He said, 
“Praise the name of God forever and ever, 
    for he has all wisdom and power. 
21 He controls the course of world events; 
    he removes kings and sets up other kings. 
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He gives wisdom to the wise 
    and knowledge to the scholars. 
22 He reveals deep and mysterious things 
    and knows what lies hidden in darkness, 
    though he is surrounded by light. 
23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, 
    for you have given me wisdom and strength. 
You have told me what we asked of you 
    and revealed to us what the king demanded.” 

Daniel Interprets the Dream 
24 Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the wise men of 
Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the 
meaning of his dream.” 
25 Arioch quickly took Daniel to the king and said, “I have found one of the captives from Judah 
who will tell the king the meaning of his dream!” 
26 The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar), “Is this true? Can you tell me what my 
dream was and what it means?” 
27 Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or fortune-tellers who can reveal 
the king’s secret. 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you your dream and the visions 
you saw as you lay on your bed. 
29 “While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. He who reveals secrets 
has shown you what is going to happen. 30 And it is not because I am wiser than anyone else that I 
know the secret of your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in your heart. 
31 “In your vision, Your Majesty, you saw standing before you a huge, shining statue of a man. It 
was a frightening sight. 32 The head of the statue was made of fine gold. Its chest and arms were 
silver, its belly and thighs were bronze, 33 its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination of iron 
and baked clay. 34 As you watched, a rock was cut from a mountain, but not by human hands. It 
struck the feet of iron and clay, smashing them to bits. 35 The whole statue was crushed into small 
pieces of iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold. Then the wind blew them away without a trace, like 
chaff on a threshing floor. But the rock that knocked the statue down became a great mountain 
that covered the whole earth. 
36 “That was the dream. Now we will tell the king what it means. 37 Your Majesty, you are the 
greatest of kings. The God of heaven has given you sovereignty, power, strength, and honor. 38 He 
has made you the ruler over all the inhabited world and has put even the wild animals and birds 
under your control. You are the head of gold. 
39 “But after your kingdom comes to an end, another kingdom, inferior to yours, will rise to take 
your place. After that kingdom has fallen, yet a third kingdom, represented by bronze, will rise to 
rule the world. 40 Following that kingdom, there will be a fourth one, as strong as iron. That 
kingdom will smash and crush all previous empires, just as iron smashes and crushes everything it 
strikes. 41 The feet and toes you saw were a combination of iron and baked clay, showing that this 
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kingdom will be divided. Like iron mixed with clay, it will have some of the strength of iron. 42 But 
while some parts of it will be as strong as iron, other parts will be as weak as clay. 43 This mixture 
of iron and clay also shows that these kingdoms will try to strengthen themselves by forming 
alliances with each other through intermarriage. But they will not hold together, just as iron and 
clay do not mix. 
44 “During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed or conquered. It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand 
forever. 45 That is the meaning of the rock cut from the mountain, though not by human hands, 
that crushed to pieces the statue of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God was showing 
the king what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and its meaning is certain.” 
 
Nebuchadnezzar Rewards Daniel 
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before Daniel and worshiped him, and he 
commanded his people to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before him. 47 The king said to 
Daniel, “Truly, your God is the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer of mysteries, for 
you have been able to reveal this secret.” 
48 Then the king appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. He made 
Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as chief over all his wise men. 49 At 
Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s court. 
 
Daniel 3 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Golden Statue 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold statue ninety feet tall and nine feet wide and set it up on the 
plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 Then he sent messages to the high officers, officials, 
governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the 
dedication of the statue he had set up. 3 So all these officials came and stood before the statue 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
4 Then a herald shouted out, “People of all races and nations and languages, listen to the king’s 
command! 5 When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other 
musical instruments, bow to the ground to worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue. 6 Anyone 
who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
7 So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race or nation or 
language, bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 
8 But some of the astrologers went to the king and informed on the Jews. 9 They said to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “Long live the king! 10 You issued a decree requiring all the people to bow down 
and worship the gold statue when they hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes, 
and other musical instruments. 11 That decree also states that those who refuse to obey must be 
thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—
whom you have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no attention to you, Your 
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Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the gold statue you have set up.” 
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought before him. When they were brought in, 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold statue 
I have set up? 15 I will give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue I have made 
when you hear the sound of the musical instruments.  But if you refuse, you will be thrown 
immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be able to rescue you from my 
power?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able 
to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to 
make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue 
you have set up.” 

The Blazing Furnace 
19 Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face became 
distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated seven times hotter than 
usual. 20 Then he ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So they tied them up and threw them into 
the furnace, fully dressed in their pants, turbans, robes, and other garments. 22 And because the 
king, in his anger, had demanded such a hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as 
they threw the three men in. 23 So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the 
roaring flames. 
24 But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t 
we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?” 
“Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied. 
25 “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire 
unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!” 
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace and 
shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 
here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. 27 Then the high officers, officials, 
governors, and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not touched them. Not a 
hair on their heads was singed, and their clothing was not scorched. They didn’t even smell of 
smoke! 
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent 
his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were 
willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore, I make this 
decree: If any people, whatever their race or nation or language, speak a word against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and their houses will be 
turned into heaps of rubble. There is no other god who can rescue like this!” 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to even higher positions in the 
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province of Babylon. 
 
Daniel 6 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den 
1 Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and he appointed a high 
officer to rule over each province. 2 The king also chose Daniel and two others as administrators 
to supervise the high officers and protect the king’s interests. 3 Daniel soon proved himself more 
capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the 
king made plans to place him over the entire empire. 
4 Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in the way Daniel 
was handling government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was 
faithful, always responsible, and completely trustworthy. 5 So they concluded, “Our only chance of 
finding grounds for accusing Daniel will be in connection with the rules of his religion.” 
6 So the administrators and high officers went to the king and said, “Long live King Darius! 7 We 
are all in agreement—we administrators, officials, high officers, advisers, and governors—that the 
king should make a law that will be strictly enforced. Give orders that for the next thirty days any 
person who prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into 
the den of lions. 8 And now, Your Majesty, issue and sign this law so it cannot be changed, an 
official law of the Medes and Persians that cannot be revoked.” 9 So King Darius signed the law. 
10 But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt down as usual in 
his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He prayed three times a day, just as 
he had always done, giving thanks to his God. 11 Then the officials went together to Daniel’s house 
and found him praying and asking for God’s help. 12 So they went straight to the king and 
reminded him about his law. “Did you not sign a law that for the next thirty days any person who 
prays to anyone, divine or human—except to you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into the den of 
lions?” 
“Yes,” the king replied, “that decision stands; it is an official law of the Medes and Persians that 
cannot be revoked.” 
13 Then they told the king, “That man Daniel, one of the captives from Judah, is ignoring you and 
your law. He still prays to his God three times a day.” 
14 Hearing this, the king was deeply troubled, and he tried to think of a way to save Daniel. He 
spent the rest of the day looking for a way to get Daniel out of this predicament. 
15 In the evening the men went together to the king and said, “Your Majesty, you know that 
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, no law that the king signs can be changed.” 
16 So at last the king gave orders for Daniel to be arrested and thrown into the den of lions. The 
king said to him, “May your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” 
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The king sealed the stone with his 
own royal seal and the seals of his nobles, so that no one could rescue Daniel. 18 Then the king 
returned to his palace and spent the night fasting. He refused his usual entertainment and couldn’t 
sleep at all that night. 
19 Very early the next morning, the king got up and hurried out to the lions’ den. 20 When he got 
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there, he called out in anguish, “Daniel, servant of the living God! Was your God, whom you 
serve so faithfully, able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “Long live the king! 22 My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that 
they would not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight. And I have not wronged you, 
Your Majesty.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted from the den. Not a scratch was found 
on him, for he had trusted in his God. 
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Fast Forward 
 

God was faithful to His people through the time of Exile. God told His people, through 
messengers including Isaiah and Jeremiah, of His love and promised that they would return to 
the Promised Land. As the messengers predicted, Babylon fell, and Cyrus, king of Persia, 
proclaimed that the Israelites could return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Isaiah also 
told of a great Messiah (King) that would set them free. 

 
Haggai and Zechariah helped lead many of the Israelites back and encouraged them 

through the difficult and dangerous rebuilding project. Ezra led another group of Israelites 
back to Jerusalem and called the people to follow God. Nehemiah then returned with a group 
with the task of rebuilding the wall around Jerusalem. This was a dangerous task because 
surrounding nations were determined to keep them from completing the project. 

 
The temple and the wall were completed, but the people were still not focused on God. 

Ezra decided that the best way to bring back the worship of God was to read the Book of the 
Law to all of the people. The people listened and returned to God. 

 
The people of God continued to go through political and moral unrest. They waited in 

great expectation for the promised Messiah to come and rescue them. In God’s perfect timing, 
this promise was fulfilled. 

 
God was changing everything. God with us. He would no longer visit through dreams, 

visions and pillars of smoke. God would walk with His people. He would teach them face-to-
face. He would touch them and heal their sickness and pain. He would set them free from sin 
and shame. 

 
In the beginning, God spoke the universe into existence with a word. Now God was 

speaking complete salvation into existence through the Word, Jesus the Son of the living God. 

 
 
 
 
 



Jesus’ Birth 

62 

STORY 9 
Jesus’ Birth 
God With Us 

 
 

John 1 
Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word 
1 In the beginning the Word already existed. 
    The Word was with God, 
    and the Word was God. 
2 He existed in the beginning with God. 
3 God created everything through him, 
    and nothing was created except through him. 
4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, 
    and his life brought light to everyone. 
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
    and the darkness can never extinguish it. 
6 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because 
of his testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the 
light. 9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his 
own people, and even they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave 
the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from 
human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 
14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking about 
when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed long before 
me.’” 
16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He 
has revealed God to us. 

Luke 1 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was 
engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” 
29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid, 
Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give birth 
to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the 
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Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign 
over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 
34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” 
35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of 
God. 36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to 
say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is 
impossible with God.” 
38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” 
And then the angel left her. 
 
Luke 2 
The Birth of Jesus 
 1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout 
the Roman Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All 
returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a 
descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He 
traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took with him Mary, his fiancée, who 
was now obviously pregnant. 
6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her first 
child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no lodging available for them. 

The Shepherds and Angels 
8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of 
sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s 
glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he 
said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will 
recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger.” 
13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God 
and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” 
15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the 
manger. 17 After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel 
had said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, 19 but 
Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back 
to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel 
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had told them. 

Matthew 2 
Visitors from the East 
1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some 
wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” 
3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He called a 
meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah 
supposed to be born?” 
5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote: 
6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 
    are not least among the ruling cities of Judah, 
for a ruler will come from you 
    who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the time 
when the star first appeared. 8 Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the 
child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!” 
9 After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the east guided 
them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They entered the house and saw the 
child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 
treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12 When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for God had 
warned them in a dream not to return to Herod. 

The Escape to Egypt 
13 After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up! 
Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,” the angel said. “Stay there until I tell you to return, 
because Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and Mary, his mother, 15 and they stayed there 
until Herod’s death. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called my 
Son out of Egypt.” 
16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to 
kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise 
men’s report of the star’s first appearance. 17 Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what God had spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A cry was heard in Ramah— 
    weeping and great mourning. 
Rachel weeps for her children, 
    refusing to be comforted, 
    for they are dead.” 
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The Return to Nazareth 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. 20 “Get up!” the 
angel said. “Take the child and his mother back to the land of Israel, because those who were 
trying to kill the child are dead.” 
21 So Joseph got up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 22 But when he 
learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s son Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then, 
after being warned in a dream, he left for the region of Galilee. 23 So the family went and lived in a 
town called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the prophets had said: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 
Luke 2 
Jesus Speaks with the Teachers 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When Jesus was twelve 
years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After the celebration was over, they started home to 
Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they 
assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started 
looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there.46 Three days 
later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, listening to 
them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 
48 His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done this 
to us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.” 
49 “But why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant. 
51 Then he returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all 
these things in her heart. 
52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people. 
 
Mark 1 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
1 This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. It began 2 just as the prophet 
Isaiah had written: 
“Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    and he will prepare your way. 
3 He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s coming! 
    Clear the road for him!’” 
4 This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and preached that people should 
be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of 
Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, went out to see and hear John. And when they 
confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 6 His clothes were woven from coarse 
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camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7 John announced: “Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m 
not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps of his sandals. 8 I baptize you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!” 

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 
9 One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan River. 10 As 
Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting apart and the Holy Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. 11 And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring 
me great joy.” 
12 The Spirit then compelled Jesus to go into the wilderness, 13 where he was tempted by Satan for 
forty days. He was out among the wild animals, and angels took care of him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus’ Birth 

67 

 

Fast Forward 
 

God changed everything through the miraculous birth of Jesus. The birth of Jesus 
fulfilled many of the amazing details predicted in the past by God’s messengers. God sent the 
Messiah into the world on a mission to bring final and complete salvation to all who believe 
and place their faith in Him.   

Jesus started His mission, God with us. Now the people walked and talked with God 
through Jesus. Now the people learned how to live as they listened to Jesus’ teaching and 
watched Him relate to those around Him. Now they were being set free from sickness, pain 
and evil influences in their lives. Now we can do the same. 
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STORY 10 
Jesus Teaches, Heals and Sets People Free 

 
 

Mark 1 
14 Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s Good 
News. 15 “The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is 
near! Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” 

The First Disciples 
16 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 17 Jesus called out to 
them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!”  18 And they left their nets 
at once and followed him. 
19 A little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and John, in a boat repairing their 
nets. 20 He called them at once, and they also followed him, leaving their father, Zebedee, in the 
boat with the hired men. 
 
Jesus Casts Out an Evil Spirit 
21 Jesus and his companions went to the town of Capernaum. When the Sabbath day came, he 
went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, for he 
taught with real authority—quite unlike the teachers of religious law. 
23 Suddenly, a man in the synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit began shouting, 24 “Why 
are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are—the Holy One of God!” 
25 Jesus cut him short. “Be quiet! Come out of the man,” he ordered. 26 At that, the evil spirit 
screamed, threw the man into a convulsion, and then came out of him. 
27 Amazement gripped the audience, and they began to discuss what had happened. “What sort of 
new teaching is this?” they asked excitedly. “It has such authority! Even evil spirits obey his 
orders!” 28 The news about Jesus spread quickly throughout the entire region of Galilee. 
 
Jesus Heals Many People 
29 After Jesus left the synagogue with James and John, they went to Simon and Andrew’s 
home. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high fever. They told Jesus about her 
right away. 31 So he went to her bedside, took her by the hand, and helped her sit up. Then the 
fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them. 
32 That evening after sunset, many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus. 33 The 
whole town gathered at the door to watch. 34 So Jesus healed many people who were sick with 
various diseases, and he cast out many demons. But because the demons knew who he was, he did 
not allow them to speak. 
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Mark 2 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 

1 When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he was back 
home. 2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no more 
room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3 four men arrived 
carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so 
they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his mat, right 
down in front of Jesus. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins 
are forgiven.” 
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to themselves, 7 “What 
is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 
8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this 
in your hearts? 9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick 
up your mat, and walk’? 10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up your mat, 
and go home!” 
12 And the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, and walked out through the stunned onlookers. They 
were all amazed and praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never seen anything like this before!” 
 
Mark 3 
Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 
1 Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed hand. 2 Since it was the 
Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to accuse 
him of working on the Sabbath. 
3 Jesus said to the man with the deformed hand, “Come and stand in front of everyone.” 4 Then he 
turned to his critics and asked, “Does the law permit good deeds on the Sabbath, or is it a day for 
doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy it?” But they wouldn’t answer him. 

5 He looked around at them angrily and was deeply saddened by their hard hearts. Then he said to 
the man, “Hold out your hand.” So the man held out his hand, and it was restored! 6 At once the 
Pharisees went away and met with the supporters of Herod to plot how to kill Jesus. 
 
Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles 
13 Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the ones he wanted to go with him. And 
they came to him. 14 Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. They were to 
accompany him, and he would send them out to preach, 15 giving them authority to cast out 
demons. 16 These are the twelve he chose: 
Simon (whom he named Peter), 
17 James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of Thunder”), 
18 Andrew, 
Philip, 
Bartholomew, 
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Matthew, 
Thomas, 
James (son of Alphaeus), 
Thaddaeus, 
Simon (the zealot), 
19 Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). 

John 3 
Jesus and Nicodemus 
1 There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish religious leader who was a Pharisee. 2 After dark 
one evening, he came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you to 
teach us. Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is with you.” 

3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of 
God.” 
4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go back into his mother’s 
womb and be born again?” 
5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water 
and the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual 
life. 7 So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 
wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you 
can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How are these things possible?” Nicodemus asked. 
10 Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, and yet you don’t understand these 
things? 11 I assure you, we tell you what we know and have seen, and yet you won’t believe our 
testimony. 12 But if you don’t believe me when I tell you about earthly things, how can you 
possibly believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone to heaven and 
returned. But the Son of Man has come down from heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the bronze 
snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 so that everyone who 
believes in him will have eternal life. 
16 “For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge 
the world, but to save the world through him. 
 
Matthew 5 
The Sermon on the Mount 
1 One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

The Beatitudes 
3 “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
4 God blesses those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 God blesses those who are humble, 



Jesus Teaches, Heals and Sets People Free 

71 

    for they will inherit the whole earth. 
6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, 
    for they will be satisfied. 
7 God blesses those who are merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, 
    for they will see God. 
9 God blesses those who work for peace, 
    for they will be called the children of God. 
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, 
    for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 
11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts 
of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a 
great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the 
same way. 

Teaching about Salt and Light 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty 
again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 
14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a 
lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 
 
Teaching about the Law 
17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the 
writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. 18 I tell you the truth, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its 
purpose is achieved. 19 So if you ignore the least commandment and teach others to do the same, 
you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and 
teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
20 “But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of the teachers of 
religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of Heaven! 
 
Teaching about Anger 
21 “You have heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not murder. If you commit murder, 
you are subject to judgment.’ 22 But I say, if you are even angry with someone, you are subject to 
judgment! If you call someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought before the court. And 
if you curse someone, you are in danger of the fires of hell. 
23 “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that 
someone has something against you, 24 leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled 
to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God. 
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25 “When you are on the way to court with your adversary, settle your differences quickly. 
Otherwise, your accuser may hand you over to the judge, who will hand you over to an officer, 
and you will be thrown into prison. 26 And if that happens, you surely won’t be free again until you 
have paid the last penny. 
 
Teaching about Adultery 
27 “You have heard the commandment that says, ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say, 
anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 29 So if your eye—even your good eye—causes you to lust, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. 30 And if your hand—even your stronger hand—causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown 
into hell. 
 
Teaching about Divorce 
31 “You have heard the law that says, ‘A man can divorce his wife by merely giving her a written 
notice of divorce.’ 32 But I say that a man who divorces his wife, unless she has been unfaithful, 
causes her to commit adultery. And anyone who marries a divorced woman also commits adultery. 
 
Teaching about Vows 
33 “You have also heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not break your vows; you must 
carry out the vows you make to the LORD.’ 34 But I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By 
heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. 35 And do not say, ‘By the earth!’ because the earth is his 
footstool. And do not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is the city of the great King. 36 Do not 
even say, ‘By my head!’ for you can’t turn one hair white or black. 37 Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ 
or ‘No, I won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the evil one. 
 
Teaching about Revenge 
38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right 
cheek, offer the other cheek also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from you, give 
your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 42 Give 
to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow. 
 
Teaching about Love for Enemies 
43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love 
your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true children 
of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends 
rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, what reward is there 
for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are kind only to your friends, how are 
you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48 But you are to be perfect, even as your 
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Father in heaven is perfect. 
 
Matthew 6 
Teaching about Giving to the Needy 
1 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the 
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the 
hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their acts of 
charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the reward they will ever get. 3 But when you give 
to someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 4 Give your gifts 
in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

 
Teaching about Prayer and Fasting 
5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street corners and in 
the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will 
ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your 
Father in private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 
7 “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers 
are answered merely by repeating their words again and again. 8 Don’t be like them, for your 
Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him! 9 Pray like this: 
Our Father in heaven, 
    may your name be kept holy. 
10 May your Kingdom come soon. 
May your will be done on earth, 
    as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today the food we need, 
12 and forgive us our sins, 
    as we have forgiven those who sin against us. 
13 And don’t let us yield to temptation, 
    but rescue us from the evil one. 
14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you 
refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable 
and disheveled so people will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only 
reward they will ever get. 17 But when you fast, comb your hair and wash your face. 18 Then no one 
will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your 
Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

Teaching about Money and Possessions 
19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot 
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of 
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your heart will also be. 
22 “Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body 
is filled with light. 23 But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the 
light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is! 
24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 
25 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and 
drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly 
Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your worries 
add a single moment to your life? 
28 “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They 
don’t work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as 
they are. 30 And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into 
the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith? 
31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we 
wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already 
knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need. 
34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today. 
 
Matthew 7 
Do Not Judge Others 
1 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 2 For you will be treated as you treat 
others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which you will be judged. 
3 “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? 4 How can 
you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you 
can’t see past the log in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then 
you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.\ 
6 “Don’t waste what is holy on people who are unholy. Don’t throw your pearls to pigs! They will 
trample the pearls, then turn and attack you. 

Effective Prayer 
7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep 
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone 
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 
9 “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? 10 Or if 
they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not! 11 So if you sinful people know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to 
those who ask him. 
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The Golden Rule 
12 “Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that is 
taught in the law and the prophets. 
 
The Narrow Gate 
13 “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and 
its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. 14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the 
road is difficult, and only a few ever find it. 
 
The Tree and Its Fruit 
15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious 
wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree 
produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good 
fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the 
fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 
 
True Disciples 
21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those 
who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed 
many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who 
break God’s laws.’ 
 
Building on a Solid Foundation 
24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on 
solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat 
against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26 But anyone who hears my 
teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains 
and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 for he 
taught with real authority—quite unlike their teachers of religious law. 
 
Matthew 14 
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 
14 Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick. 
15 That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting 
late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16 But Jesus said, “That isn’t necessary—you feed them.” 
17 “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they answered. 



Jesus Teaches, Heals and Sets People Free 

76 

18 “Bring them here,” he said. 19 Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the 
five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves 
into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who distributed it to the people. 20 They all ate as 
much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. 21 About 
5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and children! 
 
Jesus Walks on Water 
22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the 
other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 23 After sending them home, he went up into 
the hills by himself to pray. Night fell while he was there alone. 
24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and 
they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, 
walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In 
their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 
27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 
28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 
29 “Yes, come,” Jesus said. 
So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw 
the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 
31 Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did 
you doubt me?” 
32 When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. 
“You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed. 
 
Luke 10 
The Most Important Commandment 
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, 
what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 
27 The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 
29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
 
Parable of the Good Samaritan 
30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he 
was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead 
beside the road. 
31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other 
side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant walked over and looked at him lying 
there, but he also passed by on the other side. 
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33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for 
him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and 
bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took 
care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of 
this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 
36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by 
bandits?” Jesus asked. 
37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 
 
Matthew 17 
The Transfiguration 
1 Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and led them up a high mountain to be 
alone. 2 As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed so that his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became as white as light.3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and began 
talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters as 
memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
5 But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 
is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.” 6 The disciples were terrified and 
fell face down on the ground. 
7 Then Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 And when they 
looked up, Moses and Elijah were gone, and they saw only Jesus. 
9 As they went back down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone what you 
have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
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Fast Forward 
 

Jesus’ time of teaching and walking with His followers on earth was ending. It was 
time for Jesus to complete God’s mission and become the sacrifice that would cover and 
forgive the sins of all who believe and have faith in Him. 

 Jesus’ perfect life, death and resurrection were the rescue plan God lovingly crafted 
before the world was created. We see God’s amazing love, judgment and grace demonstrated 
in this supreme sacrificial act. 
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STORY 11 
Jesus’ Death, Burial and Resurrection 

Salvation Comes 
 

Mark 14 
Jesus Anointed at Bethany 
1 It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The leading priests 
and the teachers of religious law were still looking for an opportunity to capture Jesus secretly and 
kill him. 2 “But not during the Passover celebration,” they agreed, “or the people may riot.” 
3 Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon, a man who had previously had leprosy. 
While he was eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume made 
from essence of nard. She broke open the jar and poured the perfume over his head. 
4 Some of those at the table were indignant. “Why waste such expensive perfume?” they 
asked. 5 “It could have been sold for a year’s wages and the money given to the poor!” So they 
scolded her harshly. 
6 But Jesus replied, “Leave her alone. Why criticize her for doing such a good thing to me? 7 You 
will always have the poor among you, and you can help them whenever you want to. But you will 
not always have me. 8 She has done what she could and has anointed my body for burial ahead of 
time. 9 I tell you the truth, wherever the Good News is preached throughout the world, this 
woman’s deed will be remembered and discussed.” 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went to the leading priests to arrange to betray 
Jesus to them. 11 They were delighted when they heard why he had come, and they promised to 
give him money. So he began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus. 
 
The Last Supper 
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, 
Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go to prepare the Passover meal for you?” 
13 So Jesus sent two of them into Jerusalem with these instructions: “As you go into the city, a man 
carrying a pitcher of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 At the house he enters, say to the owner, 
‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room where I can eat the Passover meal with my 
disciples?’ 15 He will take you upstairs to a large room that is already set up. That is where you 
should prepare our meal.” 16 So the two disciples went into the city and found everything just as 
Jesus had said, and they prepared the Passover meal there. 
17 In the evening Jesus arrived with the twelve disciples. 18 As they were at the table eating, Jesus 
said, “I tell you the truth, one of you eating with me here will betray me.” 
19 Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, “Am I the one?” 
20 He replied, “It is one of you twelve who is eating from this bowl with me. 21 For the Son of 
Man must die, as the Scriptures declared long ago. But how terrible it will be for the one who 
betrays him. It would be far better for that man if he had never been born!” 
22 As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it 
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to the disciples, saying, “Take it, for this is my body.” 
23 And he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them, and they all drank 
from it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood, which confirms the covenant between God and 
his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice for many. 25 I tell you the truth, I will not drink wine again 
until the day I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.” 
26 Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 
27 On the way, Jesus told them, “All of you will desert me. For the Scriptures say, 
‘God will strike the Shepherd, 
    and the sheep will be scattered.’ 
28 But after I am raised from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you there.” 
29 Peter said to him, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I never will.” 
30 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you 
will deny three times that you even know me.” 
31 “No!” Peter declared emphatically. “Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you!” And 
all the others vowed the same. 

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 
32 They went to the olive grove called Gethsemane, and Jesus said, “Sit here while I go and 
pray.” 33 He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he became deeply troubled and 
distressed. 34 He told them, “My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death. Stay here and 
keep watch with me.” 
35 He went on a little farther and fell to the ground. He prayed that, if it were possible, the awful 
hour awaiting him might pass him by. 36 “Abba, Father,” he cried out, “everything is possible for 
you. Please take this cup of suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 
37 Then he returned and found the disciples asleep. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? 
Couldn’t you watch with me even one hour? 38 Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to 
temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” 
39 Then Jesus left them again and prayed the same prayer as before. 40 When he returned to them 
again, he found them sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open. And they didn’t know what 
to say. 
41 When he returned to them the third time, he said, “Go ahead and sleep. Have your rest. But 
no—the time has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Up, let’s be 
going. Look, my betrayer is here!” 
 
Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested 
43 And immediately, even as Jesus said this, Judas, one of the twelve disciples, arrived with a crowd 
of men armed with swords and clubs. They had been sent by the leading priests, the teachers of 
religious law, and the elders. 44 The traitor, Judas, had given them a prearranged signal: “You will 
know which one to arrest when I greet him with a kiss. Then you can take him away under 
guard.” 45 As soon as they arrived, Judas walked up to Jesus. “Rabbi!” he exclaimed, and gave him 
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the kiss. 
46 Then the others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. 47 But one of the men with Jesus pulled out his 
sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear. 
48 Jesus asked them, “Am I some dangerous revolutionary, that you come with swords and clubs to 
arrest me? 49 Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there among you teaching every day. 
But these things are happening to fulfill what the Scriptures say about me.” 
50 Then all his disciples deserted him and ran away. 
 
Jesus before the Council 
53 They took Jesus to the high priest’s home where the leading priests, the elders, and the teachers 
of religious law had gathered. 54 Meanwhile, Peter followed him at a distance and went right into 
the high priest’s courtyard. There he sat with the guards, warming himself by the fire. 
55 Inside, the leading priests and the entire high council were trying to find evidence against Jesus, 
so they could put him to death. But they couldn’t find any. 56 Many false witnesses spoke against 
him, but they contradicted each other. 57 Finally, some men stood up and gave this false 
testimony: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this Temple made with human hands, and in three 
days I will build another, made without human hands.’” 59 But even then they didn’t get their 
stories straight! 
60 Then the high priest stood up before the others and asked Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to 
answer these charges? What do you have to say for yourself?” 61 But Jesus was silent and made no 
reply. Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 
62 Jesus said, “I AM. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right 
hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
63 Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Why do we need other 
witnesses? 64 You have all heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” 
“Guilty!” they all cried. “He deserves to die!” 
65 Then some of them began to spit at him, and they blindfolded him and beat him with their fists. 
“Prophesy to us,” they jeered. And the guards slapped him as they took him away. 
 
Peter Denies Jesus 
66 Meanwhile, Peter was in the courtyard below. One of the servant girls who worked for the high 
priest came by 67 and noticed Peter warming himself at the fire. She looked at him closely and said, 
“You were one of those with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
68 But Peter denied it. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said, and he went out into the 
entryway. Just then, a rooster crowed. 
69 When the servant girl saw him standing there, she began telling the others, “This man is 
definitely one of them!” 70 But Peter denied it again. 
A little later some of the other bystanders confronted Peter and said, “You must be one of them, 
because you are a Galilean.” 
71 Peter swore, “A curse on me if I’m lying—I don’t know this man you’re talking about!” 72 And 
immediately the rooster crowed the second time. 
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Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny three times that you even know me.” And he broke down and wept. 
 

Mark 15 
Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate 
1 Very early in the morning the leading priests, the elders, and the teachers of religious law—the 
entire high council—met to discuss their next step. They bound Jesus, led him away, and took him 
to Pilate, the Roman governor. 
2 Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus replied, “You have said it.” 
3 Then the leading priests kept accusing him of many crimes, 4 and Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you 
going to answer them? What about all these charges they are bringing against you?” 5 But Jesus 
said nothing, much to Pilate’s surprise. 
6 Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one 
prisoner—anyone the people requested. 7 One of the prisoners at that time was Barabbas, a 
revolutionary who had committed murder in an uprising. 8 The crowd went to Pilate and asked 
him to release a prisoner as usual. 
9 “Would you like me to release to you this ‘King of the Jews’?” Pilate asked. 10 (For he realized by 
now that the leading priests had arrested Jesus out of envy.) 11 But at this point the leading priests 
stirred up the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas instead of Jesus. 12 Pilate asked them, 
“Then what should I do with this man you call the king of the Jews?” 
13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 
14 “Why?” Pilate demanded. “What crime has he committed?” 
But the mob roared even louder, “Crucify him!” 
15 So to pacify the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He ordered Jesus flogged with a lead-
tipped whip, then turned him over to the Roman soldiers to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
16 The soldiers took Jesus into the courtyard of the governor’s headquarters (called the Praetorium) 
and called out the entire regiment. 17 They dressed him in a purple robe, and they wove thorn 
branches into a crown and put it on his head. 18 Then they saluted him and taunted, “Hail! King of 
the Jews!” 19 And they struck him on the head with a reed stick, spit on him, and dropped to their 
knees in mock worship. 20 When they were finally tired of mocking him, they took off the purple 
robe and put his own clothes on him again. Then they led him away to be crucified. 
 
The Crucifixion 
21 A passerby named Simon, who was from Cyrene, was coming in from the countryside just then, 
and the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. (Simon was the father of Alexander and 
Rufus.) 22 And they brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha (which means “Place of the 
Skull”). 23 They offered him wine drugged with myrrh, but he refused it. 
24 Then the soldiers nailed him to the cross. They divided his clothes and threw dice to decide who 
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would get each piece. 25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 A sign 
announced the charge against him. It read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 Two revolutionaries were 
crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
29 The people passing by shouted abuse, shaking their heads in mockery. “Ha! Look at you now!” 
they yelled at him. “You said you were going to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three 
days. 30 Well then, save yourself and come down from the cross!” 
31 The leading priests and teachers of religious law also mocked Jesus. “He saved others,” they 
scoffed, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this King of Israel, come down from the 
cross so we can see it and believe him!” Even the men who were crucified with Jesus ridiculed 
him. 
 
The Death of Jesus 
33 At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. 34 Then at three o’clock Jesus 
called out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means “My God, my God, why 
have you abandoned me?” 
35 Some of the bystanders misunderstood and thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah. 36 One 
of them ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, holding it up to him on a reed stick so he could 
drink. “Wait!” he said. “Let’s see whether Elijah comes to take him down!” 
37 Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain in the sanctuary of 
the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
39 When the Roman officer who stood facing him saw how he had died, he exclaimed, “This man 
truly was the Son of God!” 
40 Some women were there, watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene, Mary (the 
mother of James the younger and of Joseph), and Salome. 41 They had been followers of Jesus and 
had cared for him while he was in Galilee. Many other women who had come with him to 
Jerusalem were also there. 
 
The Burial of Jesus 
42 This all happened on Friday, the day of preparation, the day before the Sabbath. As evening 
approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea took a risk and went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 
(Joseph was an honored member of the high council, and he was waiting for the Kingdom of God 
to come.) 44 Pilate couldn’t believe that Jesus was already dead, so he called for the Roman officer 
and asked if he had died yet. 45 The officer confirmed that Jesus was dead, so Pilate told Joseph he 
could have the body. 46 Joseph bought a long sheet of linen cloth. Then he took Jesus’ body down 
from the cross, wrapped it in the cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been carved out of the rock. 
Then he rolled a stone in front of the entrance. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph 
saw where Jesus’ body was laid. 
 
Luke 24 
The Resurrection 
1 Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
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prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.3 So they went in, 
but they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly 
appeared to them, clothed in dazzling robes. 
5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. Then the men asked, “Why 
are you looking among the dead for someone who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the 
dead! Remember what he told you back in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be betrayed into the 
hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the third day.” 
8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from the tomb to tell his 
eleven disciples—and everyone else—what had happened. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 
the mother of James, and several other women who told the apostles what had happened. 11 But 
the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. 12 However, Peter jumped up 
and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and saw the empty linen wrappings; then he 
went home again, wondering what had happened. 

 
The Walk to Emmaus 
13 That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 As they walked along they were talking about everything that had happened. 15 As 
they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with 
them. 16 But God kept them from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing so intently as you walk along?” 
They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. 18 Then one of them, Cleopas, replied, 
“You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about all the things that have 
happened there the last few days.” 
19 “What things?” Jesus asked. 
“The things that happened to Jesus, the man from Nazareth,” they said. “He was a prophet who 
did powerful miracles, and he was a mighty teacher in the eyes of God and all the people. 20 But 
our leading priests and other religious leaders handed him over to be condemned to death, and 
they crucified him. 21 We had hoped he was the Messiah who had come to rescue Israel. This all 
happened three days ago. 
22 “Then some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning, and 
they came back with an amazing report. 23 They said his body was missing, and they had seen 
angels who told them Jesus is alive! 24 Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough, his body 
was gone, just as the women had said.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! You find it so hard to believe all that the 
prophets wrote in the Scriptures. 26 Wasn’t it clearly predicted that the Messiah would have to 
suffer all these things before entering his glory?” 27 Then Jesus took them through the writings of 
Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
28 By this time they were nearing Emmaus and the end of their journey. Jesus acted as if he were 
going on, 29 but they begged him, “Stay the night with us, since it is getting late.” So he went home 
with them. 30 As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed it. Then he broke it and gave 
it to them. 31 Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that moment he 
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disappeared! 
32 They said to each other, “Didn’t our hearts burn within us as he talked with us on the road and 
explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 And within the hour they were on their way back to Jerusalem. 
There they found the eleven disciples and the others who had gathered with them, 34 who said, 
“The Lord has really risen! He appeared to Peter.” 
 
Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
35 Then the two from Emmaus told their story of how Jesus had appeared to them as they were 
walking along the road, and how they had recognized him as he was breaking the bread. 36 And 
just as they were telling about it, Jesus himself was suddenly standing there among them. “Peace 
be with you,” he said. 37 But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were 
seeing a ghost! 
38 “Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? 39 Look at my 
hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch me and make sure that I am not a 
ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I do.” 40 As he spoke, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 
41 Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he ate it as they watched. 
44 Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 And he said, “Yes, it was written long ago that the Messiah 
would suffer and die and rise from the dead on the third day. 47 It was also written that this 
message would be proclaimed in the authority of his name to all the nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem: ‘There is forgiveness of sins for all who repent.’ 48 You are witnesses of all these things. 
49 “And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in the city until 
the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.” 
 
The Ascension 
50 Then Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 51 While he 
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 52 So they worshiped him and then 
returned to Jerusalem filled with great joy. 53 And they spent all of their time in the Temple, 
praising God. 
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Fast Forward 
 

 Jesus may have left His followers on earth, but He was not going to leave them alone. 
Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit. Now God, through the Holy Spirit, would be with every 
follower of Jesus.  
  

The Holy Spirit would bring comfort, knowledge and power to help the early Christians 
spread the Good News of Jesus. The task of spreading the Good News to the whole world 
would not be easy. With the power of the Holy Spirit, the mission began.
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STORY 12 
Peter, Paul and Missions 

Spread The Good News 
 
Acts 2 
The Holy Spirit Comes 
1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there 
was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where 
they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each 
of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other 
languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 
5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the 
loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being 
spoken by the believers. 
7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from 
Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of 
Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from 
Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people 
speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there 
amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 
13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 

Peter Preaches to the Crowd 
14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen 
carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These 
people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early 
for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: 
17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, 
    ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young men will see visions, 
    and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit 
    even on my servants—men and women alike— 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below— 
    blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 
20 The sun will become dark, 
    and the moon will turn blood red 
    before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 
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21 But everyone who calls on the name of the LORD 
    will be saved.’ 

22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, 
wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew what would happen, and his 
prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless Gentiles, you 
nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the horrors of death and raised 
him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. 
 
36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to 
be both Lord and Messiah!” 
37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been 
called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then Peter continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all 
his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!” 
41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 
3,000 in all. 
 
The Believers Form a Community 
42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing 
in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and 
wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They 
sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 They worshiped 
together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with 
great joy and generosity— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. 
And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 
 
Acts 9 
Saul’s Conversion 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was eager to kill the Lord’s 
followers. So he went to the high priest. 2 He requested letters addressed to the synagogues in 
Damascus, asking for their cooperation in the arrest of any followers of the Way he found there. 
He wanted to bring them—both men and women—back to Jerusalem in chains. 
3 As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone down 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you 
persecuting me?” 
5 “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. 
And the voice replied, “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting! 6 Now get up and go into the city, 
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and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw no 
one! 8 Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So his 
companions led him by the hand to Damascus. 9 He remained there blind for three days and did 
not eat or drink. 
10 Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, 
calling, “Ananias!” 
“Yes, Lord!” he replied. 

11 The Lord said, “Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. When you get there, ask for a 
man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. 12 I have shown him a vision of a 
man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.” 
13 “But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, “I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things this man 
has done to the believers in Jerusalem! 14 And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest 
everyone who calls upon your name.” 
15 But the Lord said, “Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles 
and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. 16 And I will show him how much he must suffer 
for my name’s sake.” 
17 So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained 
his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 19 Afterward he ate some food and regained his 
strength. 
 
Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem 
Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. 20 And immediately he began preaching 
about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is indeed the Son of God!” 
21 All who heard him were amazed. “Isn’t this the same man who caused such devastation among 
Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem?” they asked. “And didn’t he come here to arrest them and take them 
in chains to the leading priests?” 
22 Saul’s preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews in Damascus couldn’t refute his 
proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 23 After a while some of the Jews plotted together to kill 
him. 24 They were watching for him day and night at the city gate so they could murder him, but 
Saul was told about their plot. 25 So during the night, some of the other believers lowered him in a 
large basket through an opening in the city wall. 
 
Acts 10 
Cornelius Calls for Peter 
1 In Caesarea there lived a Roman army officer named Cornelius, who was a captain of the Italian 
Regiment. 2 He was a devout, God-fearing man, as was everyone in his household. He gave 
generously to the poor and prayed regularly to God. 3 One afternoon about three o’clock, he had a 
vision in which he saw an angel of God coming toward him. “Cornelius!” the angel said. 
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4 Cornelius stared at him in terror. “What is it, sir?” he asked the angel. 
And the angel replied, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have been received by God as an 
offering! 5 Now send some men to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. 

24 They arrived in Caesarea the following day. Cornelius was waiting for them and had called 
together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered his home, Cornelius fell at his feet and 
worshiped him. 26 But Peter pulled him up and said, “Stand up! I’m a human being just like 
you!” 27 So they talked together and went inside, where many others were assembled. 
28 Peter told them, “You know it is against our laws for a Jewish man to enter a Gentile home like 
this or to associate with you. But God has shown me that I should no longer think of anyone as 
impure or unclean. 29 So I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. Now tell me why you 
sent for me.” 
30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago I was praying in my house about this same time, three o’clock 
in the afternoon. Suddenly, a man in dazzling clothes was standing in front of me. 31 He told me, 
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your gifts to the poor have been noticed by 
God! 32 Now send messengers to Joppa, and summon a man named Simon Peter. He is staying in 
the home of Simon, a tanner who lives near the seashore.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and it was 
good of you to come. Now we are all here, waiting before God to hear the message the Lord has 
given you.” 
 
The Gentiles Hear the Good News 
34 Then Peter replied, “I see very clearly that God shows no favoritism. 35 In every nation he 
accepts those who fear him and do what is right. 36 This is the message of Good News for the 
people of Israel—that there is peace with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You 
know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee, after John began preaching his 
message of baptism. 38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 
39 “And we apostles are witnesses of all he did throughout Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 
death by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him to life on the third day. Then God allowed 
him to appear, 41 not to the general public, but to us whom God had chosen in advance to be his 
witnesses. We were those who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be the 
judge of all—the living and the dead. 43 He is the one all the prophets testified about, saying that 
everyone who believes in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.” 
 
The Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 
44 Even as Peter was saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the 
message. 45 The Jewish believers who came with Peter were amazed that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out on the Gentiles, too. 46 For they heard them speaking in other tongues and 
praising God. 
Then Peter asked, 47 “Can anyone object to their being baptized, now that they have received the 
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Holy Spirit just as we did?” 
 

 

Fast Forward 

The Good News of Jesus began to spread beyond Israel, and Paul became a key player. 
Paul went on many dangerous missionary journeys to begin to spread the Good News of Jesus 
around the world. Paul was beaten and put in prison on many occasions. He spent much of his 
time in prison writing letters to the churches he helped start on his missionary journeys. Here 
are some examples of these letters. 

 
 
	  

Romans 1 
Greetings From Paul 
1 This letter is from Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, chosen by God to be an apostle and sent out to 
preach his Good News. 2 God promised this Good News long ago through his prophets in the 
holy Scriptures. 3 The Good News is about his Son. In his earthly life he was born into King 
David’s family line, 4 and he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through Christ, God has given us 
the privilege and authority as apostles to tell Gentiles everywhere what God has done for them, so 
that they will believe and obey him, bringing glory to his name. 
6 And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 I 
am writing to all of you in Rome who are loved by God and are called to be his own holy people. 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

God’s Good News 
16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving 
everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 17 This Good News tells us how God 
makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, 
“It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” 
 
Romans 4 
The Faith of Abraham 
 1 Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What did he discover about 
being made right with God? 2 If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have 
had something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 3 For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham 
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” 
4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 5 But people are 
counted as righteous, not because of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives 
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sinners. 6 David also spoke of this when he described the happiness of those who are declared 
righteous without working for it: 
7 “Oh, what joy for those 
    whose disobedience is forgiven, 
    whose sins are put out of sight. 
8 Yes, what joy for those 
    whose record the LORD has cleared of sin.” 

 13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not 
on his obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith. 14 If 
God’s promise is only for those who obey the law, then faith is not necessary and the promise is 
pointless. 15 For the law always brings punishment on those who try to obey it. (The only way to 
avoid breaking the law is to have no law to break!) 
16 So the promise is received by faith. It is given as a free gift. And we are all certain to receive it, 
whether or not we live according to the law of Moses, if we have faith like Abraham’s. For 
Abraham is the father of all who believe. 17 That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, 
“I have made you the father of many nations.” This happened because Abraham believed in the 
God who brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. 

Romans 5 
Faith Brings Joy 
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God 
because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of our faith, Christ has brought 
us into this place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, and we confidently and joyfully 
look forward to sharing God’s glory. 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us 
develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how 
dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 7 Now, 
most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be 
willing to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.9 And since we have been made right in 
God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 10 For 
since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his 
enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. 11 So now we can rejoice in our 
wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God. 
 

Romans 6 
Sin’s Power is Broken 
1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful 
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grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you 
forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For 
we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 
5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We 
know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our 
lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the 
power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 

1 Corinthians 10 
Lessons From Israel’s Idolatry 
1 I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the wilderness long 
ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and all of them walked 
through the sea on dry ground. 2 In the cloud and in the sea, all of them were baptized as followers 
of Moses. 3 All of them ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all of them drank the same spiritual 
water. For they drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that rock was 
Christ. 5 Yet God was not pleased with most of them, and their bodies were scattered in the 
wilderness. 
6 These things happened as a warning to us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did, 7 or 
worship idols as some of them did. As the Scriptures say, “The people celebrated with feasting 
and drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry.” 8 And we must not engage in sexual immorality 
as some of them did, causing 23,000 of them to die in one day. 
9 Nor should we put Christ to the test, as some of them did and then died from snakebites. 10 And 
don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the angel of death. 11 These things 
happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the end of 
the age. 
12 If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 13 The temptations in your life are no 
different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be 
more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can 
endure. 

1 Corinthians 13 
Love is the Greatest 
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s 
secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but 
didn’t love others, 
I would be nothing. 3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing. 
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand 
its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about 
injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is 
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always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 
8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge will become useless. But 
love will last forever! 
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Fast Forward 
 

Paul and most of the other disciples were killed for their beliefs and preaching about 
Jesus. One of the last remaining disciples was John. He was held prisoner on the island of 
Patmos. While there, God gave him an amazing vision of Jesus and revelation of things to 
come.  

 
It was revealed that God will pour out a final judgment on the world. The world will 

follow an evil beast and false prophet empowered by Satan. Jesus will then return to earth to 
conquer the beast and Satan. God will hold the Great White Throne of judgment and throw 
Satan, the beast, the false prophet and all those not written in the Book of Life into the lake of 
fire.   

 
Then God will make an amazing new heaven and new earth for His people. There will be 

no more sickness, tears or death. God will reign with His people forever. 
 
Now it is your turn to take part in the big story of God and His people. The same God that 

did all these amazing things is alive and active today. What will your story be? 
 

 
 
 

The End…The Beginning 
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NEXT STEPS 
 

You have just begun your journey to discover the Bible. Daily Bible reading will give you 
strength, guidance, peace and truth. Here are a few suggestions to help you get started: 

• Use an easy-to-read and accurate translation. I would suggest the New Living Translation, 
New International Version, or New King James Version. 

• Share the Bible with your children.  For younger children, I suggest The Jesus Storybook 
Bible by Sally Lloyd-Jones. It walks you through the whole Bible and ties each story to 
Jesus. It is a beautiful retelling of the Bible stories and the art is amazing.  

• Read Psalms in one month. Read five chapters each day. You will get a behind the scenes 
look as David finds strength through fear, attack, sickness, victory and defeat. 

• Read Proverbs in one month. Read one chapter each day. The book of Proverbs is the 
greatest collection of wisdom on earth.  

• Read Romans. This letter, written by Paul, will give you practical direction on what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus. 

• Read the whole Bible. There are many reading plans available to help you read through the 
entire Bible in one year.  

• Load the YouVersion Bible App on your phone.  
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